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No soonmer were a handful of Polish refugee® children

in Tondon than they had a gchool. It was a bare room in an

empty flat, but walte e'a.g'lea on red shields, maps, flowers,

a.nd{\'iuotu:u goon made 1t gay. Londoners who came to help ;

d by the amount that those children

knew, just as young men in the Forces here are impressed by

the intellectual eguipment of Polish comrades aged 18 or 19

years.

These young Polish goldiers and airmen are studying still.

them six months leave for the purpose.

Their Goverrment gives

:
k were a little dismaye
s rooms in Glasgow and erter for Polish

They have their owu clas
x matriculation - a formidable examination which P e v vee d

eovers twenty subjeots or more. !

History has been moving with such rapidity that O)KR L

‘¢ imaginations 4o not keep pace with 1it. We reccognise a
National outueiwmmm

| fiss i e ien e i Y but forget what an achievement this is.
We forget that Polish men and women still in their forties

look back to school-daysy darkened by foreign oppression and

tenge with conspiracy.
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Those who have read the 1ife of Marie Curie will remember
seoretly
that school-room scene. A patriotic teacher is/giving & EmExxk

leeson in Polish history: the bell ringe: 1t is a signal,

given by the vigilant porter below. Books are bundled into
another room: sewing comes out: the Czarist inspector finds a '
room full of meek little girls stiedhing at button holes.

Ee has his suspicions, nevertheless, and asks probing questions

on the titles and torritor_i}i of the Czars. Little Karie,

chosen by the teacher as spokeswoman, angwers bravely, but when
he has gone burstiinto tears from humiliation and over-wrought
nerves. TLater, she and her fellow students ran their "floating
university’ teaching the forbidden subjects under hourly danger of

arrest and exile$ to Siberia.

The Austrian Government was lese opprecsive, but in the
gectione of partitioned Poland under the Czarist and German rule
these oonditions axiximi persisted long after Marie Curie's youth.
In nineteen hundred and five oame the s}rike of the <&i_1c1;_en.

In the Russian area it had a partial en.ooéaa: Poles wer allowed
to open schools though they had to maintain these themselves.
In the German territories there were brutel flozgings of children

and prison sentences for their parents, but secret Polish teaching

went on.
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It 18 rot surprising that when their country was liberated

at ust?the Poles became almost fanatical educationists.
> The leaders were faced with a tremendous task. In Zastern
) Poland there was widespread illiteracy, in the West there were
3 only Germanised schools. Buildinge, text books and eguipment
had to be created and teachers trained. In a few years
ninety-seven per cent of the chiddren of Poland were going to
school. There wers even bilqngual schools for the memesous.
minnrit?&nnp- - Ukrainians, White Ruthenians, Germans, Jews.
It proved impossible to maintain this rate of progress,
because. of the economic orisis and the necessity of epending
: on a.rufunentl. Also, the b‘irth—rate was rising rapidly, with-
Thi WiAdifree beds for mothers in Maternity Hospitals and free milk for

ohildren. In Poland, ohildren were wanted, loved and indulged.
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In thirty nine, the Tducational scheme wae still incomplete,
but th!>xltion hed sbout twenty nine thousand elementary schools.

Besides secondary schools end the five famous Universities, there

were profagaionnl and trade schools, Polytechnics and Acsdemies
of Fine Art.

"Bvery day", & young naval lieutenant told mo‘tll!f"overy
dsy,my father talked to me sbout how precious education is end
said that there is no 1ife for a men without it end thet I mustn't
lose time",

Blementary education was free and compulsory and was shared
alike by all social classes from the age of seven to fourteen.
Fo ohild went to work under fifteen years of age: therewas
vooational guidanee and 'a year of special training for those
starting at that age:. 'Thaese boys and girls often organised

ocontinuation classes for themselves. Students followed publie

affairs almost tco keerly and had their political ciroles of
all kinds.
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The Secondary school course did not conclude until the
student was about eighteen years of age, whether he was destined
for agrioultural, commeroial, teohnisal or professional work
or for & military oarur'.'gazywould pass matric ;nd enter the
Uni'nnity)or go to a specialiged college,baen.

This high level of general eduwoation to the age of eighteen
has produced the remarkable national culturé which the Nazis

have set themselves to undo.

Frank, German Governor.General in Poland, has explained
the Nuit programme to the Polish people in these words: -

"We do not want a Polish educated class.
The Reich hag an abundance of educated men of her
own. By the will of the Fuhrer you are to be a

nation of peasantes and workmen".
\ Sy

They have paid teachers the honour of recognieing them
as formidable enemiee of the New Urder. Univergity Profeseors
were arrested at tre outset in scorees and intermed. Out of
Orienburg and other interrment camps news ocomes of one rerowmed
intelleotual leader after another - news that they are dying or
dead. The Universities have been robbed of their equipment
and closed. Secondary schools remain open, but only German

children my go to them.
-



Sharon Mc ardle


5.

In the part of the country known as the "Gouvernement
General” some Polish elementary &chools are open. lost of them
have unqualified Germans as teaohers. All teaching has to be
based on the official periodical issued by the Nazis for the
purpoee. When Polish children leave these schools they are
sent to train for trades selected for them by thes German
authorities. If they do not go wil]zingly they are taken by the
police. The Eazi’l official order, published in Warsaw, gives
teachers in these school®s the§@ i-siruotions with reference to
Poles: - _ _
"Only work atrioctly conneoted with the necessities
of daily life, like food research, is permitted,
and those in charge of the laboratoriss should see to
it that no Polish students try to increase their
knowledge and to add to their education."

In the area incorporated in the Reich, elementary schools
are open for Poles for about two hours every day. German only
may be spoken: it is dangerous to speak Polish evean in the
streete. In some of the districts children are sent to forced

labour at the zge of twelve.
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The Fazis, realie@®; that no half measures will suffice
to de-nationalise the Polish people,hdve sought to destroy every-
thing which might keep their patriotism and their natural love
of learning alive. Thr oughout the country they have altered
street names, dynamited statues, confisoated radios, suppressed
newspapers and burnt books. Poles are forbidden to publish books,
periodicals or musio. The musie of Chopin and other great Polish

oomposere *is prohivited: a list of 'ba.nd é’oliah writers molndea
fifteen hundred of-the mo¥t famows-names: 1t inocludes Conrad and
Reymont.

y
That ie a negative side of the Huu‘ effort. Zerr Greiser
hae stated the poeitive aim, in worde ae shamolzss as any Mt
Kovo-roavpbpaeds 11 WA B18tory, Mmoo -
"The Poles must forever be placzd on the low level to

which they belong".

The Nazis zuthoritiee have opened oheap gambling saloons
for Poleas: pornographio magazines 1n Poliah are printedAand
gold. Frank'g Ministry of Popular ’nlightemnenc hae issued
a guide on oultural activity to local Nazid zuthorities: wserious
wusio, opera and drama are prohivited. His memorandum states

in Polish
that entertainment/must be confined to "the elementary needs of

pleasure and amusement". It adds ‘W there 18 no objeotion
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to rendering the programme;trivial and erotio™.

Life must be a ¥e nightmare to fathers and mothers in
Poland today. There is danger on every side. Deportation
to barren places, orowding mto half ruined towns, fearful
Journeys throush the winter “Aaoores of children froze to
death are things which have happened to thousands and may happen
Q to thousands more. The children ocannot be properly fed. The
ocoupying troops take every license : girls disappear from the
streets. Some who oame home after a few month's absenoce were
desoribed as "walking like ghosts™. Parents are aware that the
slightest hint of hostility from the children may bdring punish-
ment that taltes no aodount of childishness or youth. They
romenver Stas Kempinski, a bo& of nine who tore down an anti-
British poeter and was shot, mta‘.mfundred and thirty six
sohoolboys executed at Bromburg)and two girls of Warsaw, aged
fourteen and eixteen, who were caught with illegal journals,
kept for a time in prison and then shot.
ihey know it, and yet the underground work goes on and
children take a part in it. The story of their part in it can't
{ be told yet, but the time will come.

The underground workers of Poland, in the lanifesto which

. they contrival to send out a few monthe ago expressed i
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: indomitable oonf!denoe, Soundly bageq on their Hation's
' achievement in the past;

the earliest opsortunity, po foree will break us,

and we shall deteat the ruses, trioks, ang stratagems

of the énemy by our own methods of revolutionary work,
evolved in g hundred years o1 struzgle against oppressorg,

Our illegal press grows datly, ag also our agonised

organisation: every day we feel 8tronger.n

» Wherever there are Polish children there are Poligh
lessons ang Polisn schools - 4n Americs ang Britain, in Hunzary,
Switzerland, ang Sweden, 1in Khodesia ang Palestine,

: Nothing that the enemy oan do will pug out the light o
Polish oulture. It will ve kept alive at home by the courage

0% the underground workers, old ang young, and it will be replen-
ighed betore long,when they come homey by the young Poles who are
proparine ataad:astly elsewnere.
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