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STATEMENT OF MISS DOROTHY MACARDLE, -
"CREEVAGH", DUNDRUM DOAD, _
DUBLIN.

I was brought up under the influence of aﬁ English mother.
I was awakened to an aﬁarenasa of Irish nationality, like so
many others of my generation, by the poetry of Yeats,
especially Cathleen Ni Houlihan, the Irish Legends collected

by Stamdish 0'Grady, Lady Gregory and others, the Abbey plays

and all the writings of the Celtic Twilight School. These
interests and my own wery imitative writing introduced ms to
the circle of writers and active nationalisﬂs.ai-its centring

eround George Russsll snd Maud Gornnme McBrids.

In the autumn of 1920 I became resident iﬂ Hadame
McBride's house in St. Stephen's Green and wes very proud to
be ailawed to act as her assiétant in her innumerable
activities for victims of the fighting, and particularly in

initiating the organisation which deweloped into the Irish

White Cross.

In the intervels of my teaching at Alexandra College

I did investigation for the White Cross in various perts of

the country. This took place especially during the Truce.

Like most converte to a cause, I was zealous to the point

of faenaticiem.

My intense anti-Treaty feeling separated ma:frnm moet

| of the people with whom I had been associated in! republicen
|work end. in 1922 I volunteered to Erskine Childers who was

editing a paper called the Republic,im-3082, I visited Belfast

during the pogroms and wrote articles for his paper.

When the Civil War started he had to work underground.

I served as one of his staff and when he was ordered to Jjoin

the army in the south I sccompanied him as far as Waterford.
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Returning to my flat jin Madam McBride's house, and
instigeted by Mrs. Childers, I began to bring out one of thse
innumerable little cyclostyled papers which were circulating.
I called it "Irish Freedom". Madame WMarkievicz did sketches
for the cover. Very few numbers had appeared when I was

arrested in November 1922.

During my 8ix months as a military prisonef, I had the

honcur of helping to nurse Mary McSwiney through two hunger
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strikes. I kept,|and still ha@e{ a journal during those dayah

A

[ —

After my relesasse: on health grounds I did aigcnd.daal of

speaking and investigating and election work in wvarious paris

| of the country and began to collect materigl for a history of

the republican movement since 1916. I wrote articles for the

' republican papers and. spoke once or twice in England. I had

an unlimited belief in the value of propaganda f@r the csuss.

Some time in 1925 Mr. de Valera asked me to-undartake-tha

writing of'a higéary. Having lost my post at Alex&ndra College
|nn my arrest, and :I;illing to ask my father to aubs;dise this
work, since he was a supporter of the Cosgrave gdvarnment,

I accepted a small salary - I think it wes £2.10. a week -
from 8inn Fein, and began thé work. I immadiatel& realised the
*lil:msatiafactory pogition of & writer on a Gcntrnveraial issus
%ho ié an emblﬂyee:uf a party. ﬂftér three mcnthé,.cdming
intu control of & private income, I paid back tha;tntal gum
%eceivaﬂ gnd undertock the completion of the bookias a private
énterpriﬂa. As the work proceeded, I was exceedingly thankful
to be a free agent. MNr. de Velera, who gave me:.a great deal
of help with documsntétinn, paid scrupulous regard to my
freedom anﬁ.reaponéibility as. the author of the bagk.

| I was profoundly depressed by what appeared to be the
cventhrow of the republican cause. The Fianna Fail movement

seemed to me & miracle of resurgence and I abandonéd all other
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work: to become its Director of Publieity.

ithen the praliminéry Btruggle was over and the party
entered the Deil, I severed all connection with political
work, took up the work on the history aéaih, and, with an
immense amount of as.sistance from people who had been

active during the period described, completed it in 1936.

It was published in 1937 by Gollancz. K It man
quickly into three editions - one of them a chea'p Book
Club edition at 7s.6d. About 4,000 copies had hﬁan ﬂold
when, esrly in the war, the entire publisher's stock was

_dastrc:,reﬂ in a fire caused by incendiary bombs.
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