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This is Lomdon calling. Miss Lerothy
regen returned frow » visit to seven of the liberated
countries of Burg a visit fo- the purpose of studying the effects
of the war upon children under [ifteen, @ g.roblm about which she is
ting & book. Today we bring you the first of three talks she
to give about these children. Ehe calls it ™) PROBLEM
TION®, Miss Lacsrdle is the Irish Historian wnd Novellist who
i wrote "The Uniforseen” snd #The Uninvited”, both novels published in
8 uhrrla and the second ol which was made inte & £ilm, 188 TOROTEX
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| is liveration care to countyy after country in

i their proper rulers, taiing over coptrol, began to

| i.l'.lt‘»(tu conditions, the inluries inflicted by enamy occupation
becare gradually vonifest. The full axtent of these injuriss hus

not yet been measured; in eapecial, the harm dome to the enhlldren

iz difficult to assesc.

One aspect, the physical deterioration of the
children, is celeulsbles it in known that a high percentage of the
chiléren of Marseilles nnd Lyons and the Departrent of the Seine have
lost three inches of wth; that the age group rost seriously
affected iz that in early 'tesns., Plainly visible in many

o countries are the defects due to urolonged utrition = the alnlor,
the under—developed body and narrow chest, with sroz and legs t
look too thin and long; the t:akod 1ittle faces with large eyes.
The increase of tuberculusls Ia children can be plotted on graphs.

The chiléren sent sbroad for convalesgence =
those whon we receive in our homet and schools - are, as s rule,
W Gelioate but rentally and morally sound, There are
o however, whose injuries are rable, not com ed by
the ehild PRelf forgotten and half (isguised, while the rain
which results fro= thes 1o ozfrc::ed in reryd mxtn?'. wayse The hurt

childrents faith in life, to their nental
and narvous »bahmhn unfaothorable, for the children have no

m which to explain thoir bewllderrents snd no atandard of
by which to measure their losse. :
In camps snd hostels all oer !:m-:g: are children |
whose relatives are all missing or dead., Some of ¢hildren are i
amenable ane co-operative but others sre "difficult® and unhappy.
Matrons and Konitors struggle sgaimat restless exelitadility among
their , and with an even more distresuing apatly, - and
unres iveness ngun.ub:lll approach, Edueators despalr over P
11 who ¢ o ] irg yet seem unsble to eonmcentrate. :
g of ’;‘ are sgitated over the imcrease of imnﬂd :
. numut- are bafiled quirks of dahuviour and
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$ince all the children's troulles have their
dark roots in ugorion” it should help a little in understanding
them if we recall a few typlesl experiences of childhood in ware

ravaged Europe.

The Nazis were ‘ogical; and it {8 logical, when
at ting the total and final subjugation of a country, to debilitate
its ren and condition the young survivors to servitude,
Their logic led to the calculated effort to corrupt the youth of
Poland, the starv of children as well as adults in Greece
and Yugoslavia; 4t led to the supression of all higher education
in Csechoslovaiia, and, in the Western Democracles, to the distorting,
st:. nm‘g.( degre:s, of all education in order to Gerzanise or subdue

you'

The ehildren res! ted Gerzmanisation., They knew

that their teachers gave these absuid lessons under compulsion,
and they learned not to learm. They closed their minds to shat

were being taught. "The g::h with stone faces®™, the Germans
ealled the achoolgirls of Luxer! + The teachers piuyoa the
bitter o-ad; of complisnce, or resisted and were disrissed or
executed, Norwegian teachers, by their splendid and favous
test, raised a banmer of truth ‘Bofon the eyes of the children,
brought on themselves deportation %o the Aretic North., In
Slav countries teachers were recognised as probable leaders
of resistance, and great numbers were executed or sent to
congsentration eamps, Nazls or collnborators appointed to replace
them had a thankless task in the schools. Boys and girls bro
the fine art of making life a misery for the teacher to perfection -
snd that entertaining habit s easler to acquire than to forget.
in

g3

At home and in their leisure hours alse, children
the occupled countries were without guidance and without training
except such as was given in th- Nazl youth organisations., Fathers
and elder brothers were at war, or in hiding, or prisoners; mothers
we:

re st foreced labour, or were interned, or were sea all day
for food, The children had to make what they could of world
for themselves.

It waz a harsh world. They taught thexselves
that, in it, soft emotions were out of place.

British planes flew over Holland to bomb Jerlin -
#1 hope they smash it flat¥, n Dutch schoolboy

uf dom't¥, & little girl ccnfessed - "because ny
brother i{s there,®

®a1l the same¥, the hardy young patriot insisted
"I hope they smash 1t to bits." ’ .

g ‘gu: that appesred the correct sentiment;
doubtless the 14 1 felt inferior and ashamed,

Wnile the children were deprived of normal
training, there was ome kind of teasching that they did receive
u“l'..llﬂ.

Under enemy occup: tion, to tell a 3:1& and
1ie is often the only to save life, ewish children,
en among non-Jews, had thelr false papers and their “cover-stories®
mm%omuummmm.wmnt. The bert liar
was
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sent their children to the farms to secure {t becuuse there was

no other source of oils A Qovernuent official in Prague told —

me how he used to warn his 1ittle sons "I 4 German catches you |
with it you must tell hir that you stole it, or else the farmer

{ will be shot."®

pDoubtless the ehild knew that 4f this happened
sould be banished to # German Reformatory < and, doubtless,
he would pravely have 1ied.

The lesson of destrution is another that these
ehildren had to lesrns 0f course, they enjoyed 1t. Violence
relenses uncivilised instinets and there is & sort of glee in
that relense; besides, vidence and wreckage were everyvhere

seemed natur e ur-:gu youngsters who heard that the

school wasto be occupled de Gerssns, t to dot ‘they

broke in at night Muas every electric gadget in the place.
whe! farine-w. nter was ¥xilling the old people 2

In Rolland, n the

the babies with cold, a boy woeuld delight in finding s tree to ecut
down or an e house whosa stalrs could be broken up. He would
cone home wi load n hero, & saver of life.

it is no wonder that the Ministers at the Hague,
after the 1iberation, were at their wits! end to know how to save
from the youngsters such ,‘i"‘“““"" as the Germans hsd sparedl
They have solved their bler by sending the gchool children sut
%o plent trees - no ¢ destroys a tree planted by & ehild.

nComnandeering”, 'nnquiutxanin(', are other habits
nore on%qutﬂd than OVercome, and it is not echildren
who have 8 that umtm'tmwsmp. sny & young,
so=galled ndelinguent” been a hero in his tine.

Jonny was a young warrior of Lux « Tor
months he hrntm food secretly to s brother, » fugitive from
gonseripti n the woods of the Ardennes. When his parents
weore de the local iMaquis let Jonny stay with them, He wss

caught the Qermann and interrogated - plunged first into hot

water en into 74 - rather weakening treatuent - put he told y
> them nothing. This sumier, Dr.Arsande who was tal.ng care of him

5 and was fond of hin ﬂbukdmmmmtoxnuumnnuh.
tniod vith renorsed.

A o7 sm awfull® be lusented. vahy do I do %P It just
i seems that I esntt help ryself, The truth is, Madam Doctoresss,
1 have been too long with the Maguis®."

These children
the children of collaborators. T net is to be done with she=?

‘ have tried from the rirst to assimilate snd
sbaorb them, bt made o mistake, Soume cuht{cotm thousand
Guislings and Suspects wers inprisoned at the 1iberation in #ollandy
ehildren and all, Later, the children were removed to institutions

s

and 8 ted, They wers rowing sullen and bitter until
?.nl help them star and qul od, Mow, most

Lo local schools and in one collective home, at
lens are nornal, happys puteh boys and girls.

In all the countries 8till troubled with shortages
and disorder the tw{:.ncmm.otmc. Trading in
ﬂnﬂuknthtu patural outlet, now :am»uwlud i
slyness, the dnsh and enterprise, acq in trickJing the Germsns
?“i: ing them. It 1s both more spusing and wore profitadble

wo! @

Apart from this, and from graver evils - moral
Jaxity and worae practices jearnt in the concentration camps, i

»
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thousands of ® snd girls who would normally be well-behaved
children are full of turbulent irpulses and unlupfy tencencies
8till, They do not know what to make of the world and of the
people in it. It seems to be a place in which, in order to
survive, {:ﬂ have to trample snd elbow very hard, You have to
be ready trick and grab and 1ie and stezl and to die for your
friends, And 1f all your friends ure dend?.....

’ fueh youngsters, musxm matured in some ways,
retarded in rs, will néver be again, They will
never, content and docile, walk in a eroc @ Or recite leasons
from & bench, HNor will they believe in fairy tales. They ave
nﬂuuunnk to see through hypoerisy, quick to suspect
motives to distrust. are also self-reliant, resourceful,
loyal and brave. Action I3 necessary to then and so 1is
respensibility. Years have been cut out of their 1ives; thoy
have » desporate sense of urgeney and nust know where they sre
going and see results,

What ¢an be done for them?
Two things have proved successful so far.

For the older ones, surroundings snd
enterprises have here and there been created which glve them
s for activity - smull comunities where they live in groups,
mﬁ. their own confort and order and rore or less govern:
thenselves. Naturally, in such corzunities, everything depends
on the pergsonality and tact of the adult in charge: too much
luhngu or too little would be equally ruinous, TWhere the
right nan or woman is in the right place, ereating a new life for
these virile, experienced, wore-hardened children, an stnosphere
pra-ishg vitality and progress pregails,

For the younger children it has been found
that a change to a new environuent, to horeelife anc peaceful
surroundings can work s miracle., Not only do they recover
physical health and nervous poise with startli rapidity, but
habits often vanish while candié s take ir place.

It 15 as if the e to straight, balanced, upright growth
were as stromg in children ns in a tree, - so strong that,
;}m # change they canm, in time, recover fror 21l the cistortions
of war,

g

One thing seems true of 21l of them of sll
ages: for these children the whole human ruce iz divided into
friends snd enemies, Mm.maeetmndmtotul,

to be assured that they have = great mauv friends,
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