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F rom  Do r o t hy  Maca r d l e  

B o n d o n . S . W . 5 .

F i r s t  of  S i x  Ta l ks  on  " Days  and  P l a ces . ” 

ON  BREAK I NG  ONE ' S  JOURNEY

Hav i ng  f l ed  sou t h ,  l i ke  a  n i nny ,  to  escape  the  

w i n t e r ,  I  am  now  p i n i ng  w i t h  envy  o f  ha r d i e r  peop l e  whose  

budge t  f or  t h i s  y e a r ’s t r ave l  i s  s t i l l  unspen t  and  who  

a r e  sp r ead i ng  ou t  maps  and  p l ann i ng  j ou r neys , w i t h  or  

W i t hou t  a  car .

We l l ,  good  l uck  to  the  t r ave l l e r s  and  t o  t hose ,  

a l so ,  who ,  l i ke  myse l f ,  mus t  do t he i r  t r ave l l i ng  t h i s  

summe r ,  on l y  i n  memo r y  or  i n  dream .

Some  o f  you  pe rhaps  w i l l  be  t ak i ng  l ong  

con t i nen t a l  t r a i n .  M a y  I  ou t  of  o l d

expe r i ence ,  o f f e r  t h i s  wo r d  o f  adv i ce?  Do  no t  spend  

mone y  on  s l eep i ng - be r t hs , w i t h  t he  f i r s t - c l ass  t i cke t  

t ha t  t hese ,  as  a  ru l e ,  en t a i l .  I ns t ead ,  book  corne r  

sea t s  when  you  can  and ,  i n  any  case ,  t r ave l  by  day l i gh t .  

Spend  a  l i t t l e  on  po r t e r s ,  t he  l uggage - r oom , some t i mes  

a  t ax i ,  and  r es t  a  coup l e  of  n i gh t s  a t  an  i nn ,  howeve r  

s i mp l e ,  a t  some  chosen  p l ace  on  your  way .  ’,Yhy subm i t  

t o  be i ng  r ushed  t h r ough  f asc i na t i ng  l andscapes ,  pas t  

v i neya r ds  and  o l i ve - f i e l ds  , a l ongs i de  sp l end i d  r i ve r s  

and  ove r  moun t a i n  passes  i n  t he  da r k?  And  why  f o r ego
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t he  oppo r t un i t y  o f  ma k i ng  some  i n t e r es t i ng  or  

beau t i f u l  p l ace  your  own ,  add i ng  i t  t o  you r  co l l ec t i on  

of  memo r i es ,  by  j us t  one  day ’s l o i t e r i ng?

By  go i ng  on l y  a  l i t t l e  way  o f f  .say rou t e  I  

have  t aken  possess i on  o f  t he  Fo r es t  of  Fon t a i nb l eau .  

A l ways  I  sha l l  see  i t  i n  ea r l y  May ,  the  l eaves  of  t he  

beech - t r ees  s t i l l  t r ans l ucen t  l e t t i ng  powde r ed  sun l i gh t  

t h r ough  to  t he  smoo t h  f l oor ;  s t i l l  I  can  b r ea t he  the  

f r ag r ance  o f  t he  pa i n t e r s»  v i l l age ,  l ove l y  Ba r bazon ,  

smo t he r ed  i n  l i l sc -b l oom .

I  wou l d  by -pass  Pa r i s ,  I  t h i nk ,  t o  r ev i s i t

t hese .

As  to Pa r i s ,  I  hes i t a t e  to  adv i se .  Th i nk  

t hr ee  t i mes ,  and  coun t  you r  f o r e i gn  cu r r ency  f ou r  t i mes  

ove r ,  be f o r e  dec i d i ng  to  b r eak  your  j ou r ney  the re .  I  

s t ayed  f o r  a  f ew  days  i n  Novembe r  and  my  budge t  d i dn ’t  

r ecove r  f o r  weeks .  M y  f r i end ,  Jess i ca ,  who  l i ves  i n  

Pa r i s  and  runs  a  ca r ,  t o l d  me ,  f i r m l y ,  t ha t  the  f au l t  

was  m y  own .  One  i s  not  be i ng  chea t ed .  Those  un f o r eseen  

cha rges  wh i ch  so  d i smay  you  a re  qu i t e  cor r ec t :  t hey  

a r e  l ega l  and  r egu l a r i zed .  '»Onl y ,« she  sa i d ,  ’»out s i de  

the  r es t au r an t  w i ndow  you  mus t  pu t  on  you r  g l asses  and  

s t udy  w i t h  ca r e ,  no t  on l y  the  menu ,  but  a l so  the  words  i n
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t he  co rne r s  w r i t t en ,  pe rhaps ,  i n  t he  f a i n t es t  v i o l e t  

i nk ,  or  a l mos t  obscu r ed  by  some  o t he r  a f f i che .  You  

w i l l  f i nd  a l l  the  en t i r e  cha r ges  se t  ou t . "  D r i v i ng  me  

t o  Chan t i l l y  on  Sunday ,  she  p r epa r ed  to  g i ve  me  a  l esson ,  

by  good  examp l e ,  on  how  t o  t r ave l  i n  P r ance .  I t  i s  

i mpor t an t ,  she  i ns i s t ed ,  to  ca r r y  t he  M i ohe l i n  Gu i de ;  

wha t  i s  mo r e ,  t hose  s i x  pages  of  s i gns ,  symbo l s  and  

c r yp t i c  p l c t ur e r -w r i t i ng  ough t  t o  be  l ea r n t  by  hea r t .

A t  m i dday  she  s t opped  the  ca r  ou t s i de  a  sma l l  t own ,  

s t ud i ed  he r  M i che l i n  Gu i de ,  t u rned  seve r a l  pages ,  t hen  

drove  on.  The  p r ec i se  r es t au r an t  f o r  our  means  and

______ our  needs  w a s s i x  and  a  ha l f  k i l ome t r es  ahead .  9 m r
—  --------------------------------- -

f or ks ,  *4»c.  , suad bo i s3on  can for  f i ve  hund r ed  and

"Ma i s  , non , "  she  mu r mu r ed ,  then  rose ,  sm i l i ng ,  

and ,  sm i l i ng ,  app r oached  the  f a t  manage r ess ,  who  

p r es i ded  i n  Sunday  b l ack  a t  the  desk .  The  wa i t e r  j o i ned  

t hem ,  the  Gu i de - book  was  d i sp l ayed ,  a  po l i t e  penc i l  was  

po i n t ed ,  bows  and  sm i l es  we r e  exchanged^and  Jess i ca

f i f t y  f r ancs .

W i ne  i nc l uded l  Wonde r f u l ,  I  ag r eed .

The  r es t au r an t  l ooked  a t t r ac t i ve .  Jess i ca

l ed  t he  way  i n ,  t he  r ed  Gu i de - book  consp i cuous  i n  he r  

hand .  We  en j oyed  our  l unch  and  our  w i ne  ve r y  much .  

Bu t  when  the  b i l l  was  p r esen t ed  Jess i ca  f rowned .
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r e t u r ned  t o  our  t ab l e  l ook i ng  somewha t  abashed .

" W i ne  no t  i nc l uded  on  Sundays .  I  f o rgo t  abou t  t he  

sma l l  f i gu r e s ,n she  exp l a i ned .

Tha t  l esson  p r oved  i nsu f f i c i en t  t o  p r o t ec t  me .  

La t e r ,  d i n i ng  a l one  and  de t e r m i ned  t o  keep  t he  p r i ce  

down ,  I  o r de r ed  t he  cheapes t  d i sh  on  t he  m enu  and  d r ank  

on l y  wa t e r .  The  b i l l  came  t o  f i ve  hund r ed  f r ancs ,  

neve r t he l ess .  " I t  i s  w r i t t en  he r e  a t  t he  f oo t  of  the  

m enu , ” the  wa i t e r  exp l a i ned  gen t l y :  " an  ex t r a  cha rge  

t o  c l i en t s  who  do  no t  o rde r  w i ne . ”

Bu t  the  l i gh t ,  the  a i r ,  the  r i ve r  and  g r ea t  

bu i l d i ngs ,  t he  v i s t as  and  ga rdens  o f  Pa r i s ,  a r e  f r ee ;  

and  a t  n i gh t ,  i n  t he  w i de  Champs  E l ysées ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  

v l l l e  l um i è r e . on  Sa t u r day  even i ngs  t hey  f l ood l i gh t

pffv-p

the  f oun t a i ns  and  the  A r c  de  T r l omphe  and  t he  monumui j iL 

i n  the  P l ace  de  l a  Conco r de . Eve r y  shop  w i ndow  i s  a  

p i c t u r e ,  ag l ow  w i t h  co l ou r  and  l i gh t .  The  w i de  s t r ee t  

i s  l i ned  w i t h  ca r s ,  g r oomed  and  g l eam i ng  as  i f  on  

exh i b i t i on ,  wh i l e  v i vac i ous  g r oups  of  peop l e  s i t  s i pp i ng  

t he i r  d r i nks  a t  t ab l es  i n  t he  open ,  or  en j oy  the i V^ i nner^1 

beh i nd  the  w i de  w i ndows  o f  r es t au r an t s ;  s t ro l l  up  and  

down  or  t u rn  i n t o  t hose  t hea t r es  and  c i nemas  wh i ch  

p l ease  the  é l i t e . W i t h  smoo t h ,  o r ches t r a t ed  mov e m en t s ,

U
C

D
 A

rc
hi

ve
s 

C
op

y 
S

up
pl

ie
d 

fo
r R

es
ea

rc
h 

or
 P

riv
at

e 
S

tu
dy

 O
nl

y



#

s t r eams  of  oa r s  and  buses  f l ow  on  o r  pause .  When  one

r eoa l l s  wha t  m i se r i es  P r ance  has  su f f e r ed  w i t h  the

end l ess  s t r a i n  of  ma j o r  and  m i no r  wa r s ,  i t  a l l  seems  

\ VH pY "0 Cra.C- Ql
iaapesa i b l o  , and  ye t  -  t he r e  i t  i s :  en j oymen t ,  e l egance ;A
no  g r ea t  d i sp l ay  o f  wea l t h ,  but  t he  ges t u r e  of  a  

h i gh - sp i r i t ed  peop l e  i n  whom  t he  j o i e  de  v i v r e  i s  no t  

eas i l y  quenched .

F rom  Pa r i s  to  the  Med i t e r r anean  a t  Ma r se i l l es ,  

a  j ou rney  o f  hou r s  i n  the  exp r ess  wh i ch

rocke t s  a l ong  a t  so  f i e r ce  a  speed  t ha t  some  peop l e  ha t e  

t o  t r ave l  i n  i t .

Bu t  why  pay  the  supp l emen t  f or  t ha t  r ap i de  ?

And  why  l eave  beh i nd  one ,  unv i s i t ed ,  such  anc i en t  and  

f ab l ed  t owns  as  O r ange ,  Av i gnon ,  A r l es  and  t f imes?

B y  b r eak i ng  m y  sou t hwa r d  j ou r ney  now  and  aga i n  I  have  

become  acqua i n t ed  w i t h  t hem  a l l .

I  sha l l  neve r  f o rge t  m y  f i r s t  day  i n  A r l es .  

Wonde r f u l ,  t o  a r r i ve  in t he  d i m  even i ng  and  waken  nex t  

mo r n i ng  to  the  sou t he rn  wa r m t h ,  the  v i b r an t  l i gh t ,  see  

t hose  red ,  r i pp l ed  roo f s  and  g i l ded  pop l a r s  aga i ns t  t he  

r ad i an t  sky  o f  P rovence .  How  i t  l i f t s  the  hea r t i  

(And ,  oh ,  how  one  sh i ve r s  and  f r ee zes  and  f l i es  i n t o  

t empe r s  i f  t he  w i nd  ca l l ed  the  M i s t r a l  b l ows i )
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Heaven  m a y  send  one  o f  t hose  days  when  t he  

sunburn t  coun t r ys i de  sh i nes  , as  V i ncen t  Van  Gogh  saw  

i t  and  pa i n t ed  i t ,  a l i ve  w i t h  co l our  and  l i gh t .  He r e  

a r e  t hose  l ong ,  l eve l  f i e l ds  cu l t i va t ed  i n  s t r i ps ;  

b l ack ,  wr i t ten t r ees ;  co l ou r - washed  houses  and  rough  

ochr e  roads .  I  wan t ed  t o  see  the  l i t t l e  ye l l ow  house  

t ha t  seems ,  i n  h i s  pa i n t i ng ,  to  em i t  f r om  i t s  s t ones  

the  hea t  o f  t he  sun  -  the  home  whe r e ,  for  a  b r i e f  spe l l ,  

he  knew  j oy  -  but  i t  i s  gone ,  des t r oyed  by  a  bomb ;  so  

I  t u r ned  to t he  f a r  pas t .

A r l es  has  t wo  t housand  yea r s  o f  r eco r ded  

h i s t o r y  s t o r ed  w i t h i n  t he  g i rd l e  o f  i t s  wa l l s .  I t  i s  

ca l l ed ,  " l i t t l e  Rome  on  the  Rhone . "  He r e ,  Romans  drove  

back  the  ba r ba r i an  hordes .  They  bu i l t  t he i r  f o r t i f i ca �

t i ons  w i t h  s t ou t  t owe r s ;  a  f o rum ,  a  t hea t r e  and  an  

a r ena .  Huge  and  f o r m i dab l e ,  r es t o r ed  and  ma i n t a i ned  

w i t h  t he  ca r e  F r ance  g i ves  to  he r  h i s t o r i c  t r easur es ,  

t ha t  a r ena  s t ands ;  you  en t e r  i t  t h r ough  da r k ,  ch i l l  

t unne l s  i n  the  t h i ckness  of  t he  wa l l s  whe r e  a  f ea r f u l  

exe i t emeh t  seems  to  l u r k  s t i l l .  I  am  a l ways  uneasy  

i n  Roman  ru i ns ,  awa r e  o f  the  savage r y  w i t h  wh i ch  t hose  

wo r l d - c i v i l i z e r s  en t e r t a i ned  t hemse l ves .  Bu l l f i gh t s  

o f  a  sor t  s t i l l  t ake  p l ace  he r e ;  bu t  i t  i s  t he  P rovenca l  

spor t  1„  Wh i ch  t he  bu l l  l a  no t  W i l e d .  I t  p l eased  m e
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t o  see  p l aca rds  on  t hose  anc i en t  wa l l s  announc i ng  

t ha t  a  t roop  -  a  t roupe  f o r m i dab l e  o f  com i cs  and  

ac r oba t s  wou l d  p r esen t l y  pe r f o r m  the re .

The  mo r n i ng  i n  Roman  Gau l  made  me  hungr y .

I  l unched  ea r l y  i n  t he  cosy  l i t t l e  Res t au r an t  Thevor ,  

nea r  t he  Forum ,  whe r e  i n  a  l ow - ce i l i nged  room ,  b r i gh t  

w i t h  r ed  l amps  and  t ab l e - c l o t hs ,  I  was  se r ved  w i t h  an  

enor mous  bow l  of  soup  to  occupy  me  wh i l e  my  ome l e t t e  

was  be i ng  pr epa r ed .  Then  I  had  a  l on j  a f t e rnoon  to  

spend  i n  med i eva l  F r ance .

He r e  the  pas t  i s  s t i l l  r eco r ded  i n  s t one ,  ^  ^  

bu t  how  d i f f e r en t  a  sp i r i t  i nsp i r ed  the  Ch r i s t i an  

bu i l de r s  and  scu l p t o r s  and  a r ch i t ec t s i  I t  was  t oo  bad  

t ha t  the  sky  c l ouded  ove r ,  because  t hey  mus t  have  had  

t he  scor ch i ng  su»  o f  t h i s  r eg i on  i n  m i nd  when  t hey  

ado r ned  w i t h  t he i r  r i oh  and  i n t r i ca t e  ca r v i ngs  t he  s t ones  

o f  t he i r  chu r ches  and  t he  beau t i f u l  quad r ang l e  c l o i s t e r s  

of  Sa i n t  i roph î me .  Sha rp  l i gh t  and  shade  a r e  needed  

to  show  a l l  t he  ¿e t a i l , the  humou r  and  sanc t i t y  

i n t e r t w i ned ,  o f  t he i r  u r ch i ns  and  beas t s  and  ga r goy l es  

and  gaun t  sa i n t s ,

When  the  r a i n  began  to  f a l l  I  f ound  r e f uge  

i n  t he  Musée  Ar l f i ton.
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I  had  been  r ead i ng  t he  memo i r s  of  t he  poe t  

M i s t r a l  and  I  r ea l i sed  t ha t  t h i s  f o l k - museum ,  r i ch ,  

un t i dy ,  un f i n i shed ,  i s ,  as  i t  we r e ,  t he  ch i l d  of  h i s  

sp i r i t  and  a  shr i ne  to h i s  memor y .  I t  i s  t he  T r easu r y  

o f  the  o l d  P r ovenca l  t r ad i t i ons  and  l anguage  t ha t  he  d i d  

so  much  to  p r ese r ve .  I  t h i nk  any  ±mm t  t r ave l l e r  cou l d  

spend  happy  t hough  env i ous  hou r s  t he r e .

The  w i n t e r  passed  ove r  me  gen t l y  i n  she l t e r ed  

corne r s  o f  t he  R i v i e r a ,  t he  days  go i ng  by  as  t hey  do  i n  

t hose  r eso r t s  to  wh i ch  f ew  poop l e  , excep t  the  t i r ed  and  

the  e l de r l y  and  the  conva l escen t ,  go  be f or e  Eas t e r  now .

I  am  f ond  o f  Rapa l l o ,  whe r e  Feb r ua r y  was  so f t  and  gr een ,  

bu t , by  the  t i me  I  was  r eady  to  homewa r d  I  had

a  g r ea t  w i sh  for  the  h i gh  snows  and  t o  see  young  peop l e , 

t ea r i ng  a r ound  on  sk i s .

Good l  The  rou t e  goes  ove r  t he  A l ps  o f  Savoy .

Many  peop l e  t r ave l l i ng  f rom  t he  I t a l i an  R i v i e r a  

t o  Pa r i s  t ake  a  s l eep i ng  ca r  bu t  I  dec i ded ,  i ns t ead ,  to  

spend  the  day  i n  one  o f  t hose  new ,  j o l t i ng  and  c r owded  

second- c l ass  compa r t men t s , s l eep  i n  Chambé r y ,  and  t hen  

spend  t wo  n i gh t s  i n  A i x  f or  t he  sake  o f  a  day  up  on  the  

summ i t  o f  Mon t  Reva rd .
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I  had  been  p r esen t  a t  t he  open i ng  o f  a  new  

sk i - i ng  g r ound  t he r e  mo r e  t han  t h i r t y  yea r s  ago .  We  

had  z i g - z agged  up  t he  moun t a i n  i n  mo t o r s  -  a  l ong  dr i ve .  

One  f l i es  up  to  the  c r es t  i n  j us t  seven  m i nu t es  now .

The  cab l e  ca r  l i f t s  you  a  d i s t ance  o f  abou t  f our  

t housand  f ee t .  Awa i t i ng  your  t urn  a t  t he  s t a t i on  

nea r  A i x  you  wa t ch  i t  sw i ng  up  above  t he  p l a i n  and  

va l l ey ,  un t i l  i t  l ooks  l i ke  a  wasp  i n  t he  a i r  and  t he  

cab l es  f rom  wh i ch  i t  hangs  a r e  no  l onge r  v i s i b l e .

I t  was  Thur sday ,  and  ch i l d r en  on ho l i day  packed  t he  t wo  

oa r s  t ha t  sw i ng  up  and  down ,  up  and  down .

On  the  r ampa r t  o f  ha rd  snow  r i dg i ng  the  c r es t  

o f  the  moun t a i n  t he  young  sk i e r s  s t ood  r anked .  I t  was

a  r ace .  The i r  i ns t r uc t o r  was  t i m i ng  each  one .  Gay

'Q<rf \UeL
as  young  pa r akee t s ,  t hey  i m b , i n  sk i - i ng  t r ouse r s  and  

hoods  and  w i nd - chea t e r s  o f  sca r l e t  and  eme r a l d  and  

gen t i an -b l ue .  Bu t  t hey  we r e  qu i e t  w i t h  ch i l dhood ’s 

se r i ous  joy .

A  r i ng  of  snow - cove r ed  peaks  and  r i dges  -  

a  hund r ed  k i l ome t r es ,  somebody  sa i d ,  a fcngwd the  i mmense  

wh i t e  scene .  The  va l l ey  be l ow  us  was  mapped  ou t  f o r  

sk i e r s  -  expe r t s  e r  debu t an t s .  Beyond  i t  t owe r ed ,  

g l eam i ng  and  ghos t l y ,  t he  ma s s i f  o f  Mon t  B l anc .
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The  t r ees  we r e  of  c r ys t a l ;  the  a i r  l i ke  

the  b r ea t h  of  Pa r ad i se ;  the  who l e  sky  a  dome  o f  l i gh t .  

Down  sped  the  ch i l d r en ,  g r ace f u l  and  sw i f t  and  f r ee  and  

came  on  aga i n  on  the  sk i s ,  ho l d i ng  l i ke  l i t t l e  t r a i ns  

to  ropes  s l ung  f rom  a  t r ave l l i ng  w i r e  ove rhead .  Though  

so  f i l l ed  w i t h  movemen t  t he  scene  was  qu i e t .

The  day  m i gh t  have  been  c l oudy ,  or  t he  snow  

no t  i n  cond i t i on  f o r  sk i - i ng .  To  be  as  l ucky  as  t ha t  

can  ma k e  one  f ee l  v i r t uous  -  a  ves t i ge  o f  nu r se r y  days ,  

and  absurd .  Bu t  t hose  ch i l d r en  had  been  such  a  

de l i gh t  t o  see  -  t he i r  abso l u t e  f ea r l essness  and  t he i r  

sk i l l ,  i t  had  been  an  expe r i ence  we l l  wo r t h  t he  cos t  -  

Jus t  t he  f a t i gue  o f  hav i ng  to  s t and  i n  t he  co r r i do r  f o r  

pa r t  o f  the  j ourney ,  nex t  day ,  i n  t he  Pa r i s  t r a i n .
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Days  and  P l aces  N o »2

f r om  M i ss  Do r o t hy  Maca r d l e ,

C r osby  Ha l l ,  Cheyne  Wa l k ,  London ,  S . W . 3 .

Second  Ta l k  o f  t he  Se r i es  : Days  and  P l aces  

A  STORY - TELLER  ABROAD

W r i t e r s  o f  f i c t i on  a r e  used  to  be i ng  asked  ques t i ons  

abou t  t he i r  c r a f t .  " How  do  you  ge t  you r  i deas? "  i s  a  

f r equen t  one .  " Do  t hey  j us t  b l ow  f r om  nowhe r e  i n t o  your  

head? "

I  am  i nc l i ned  to  suspec t  t ha t  eve r y  g r ea t  nove l i s t ,

-s'

whe t he r  he  i s  awa r e  o f  i t  or  no t ,  i s  cons t an t l y  i n f l uenced  

f r om  one  sou r ce  w i t h i n  h i mse l f :  an  acu t e  i ns i gh t  i n t o  one  

aspec t  o f  human  na t u r e  wh i ch  i n f o r ms  a l l  h i s  wor ks ,  

ma k i ng  t hem  va r i a t i ons  upon  a  s i ng l e  theme .

I  hea r d  a  r eade r  ques t i on i ng  Ka t e  O ' B r i en  i n  t h i s  way ,  

and  Ka t e ,  no t  w i t hou t  hea r t - sea r ch i ng ,  t r i ed  to  de f i ne  

wha t  she  f ee l s  to  be  he r  r ecu r r en t  t heme .  I  f e l t  somewha t  

abashed  because ,  l ec t u r i ng  on  he r  wo r k  i n  Ho l l and ,  I  had  

s t a t ed  my  guess  a t  i t  i n  d i f f e r en t  t e rms .  I  con f essed .

Ka t e  r e f l ec t ed ,  then ,  to  m y  r e l i e f  sa i d ,  t e r se l y  and  f i r m l y  

" Same  t h i ng , "  I  da r en ' t ,  I ' m  a f r a i d ,  r e l ay  to  you  he r  

de f i n i t i on .  She  m i gh t  be  l i s t en i ng .

Bu t  no  pe r enn i a l  sp r i ng  o f  i nsp i r a t i on  a i ds  dabb l e r s  

l i ke  myse l f .  I  l i ke  to  w r i t e  s t or i es ,  some  m i dd l i ng  shor t ,  

some  l ong ,  bu t  I  have  to  beg ,  bor row  or  s t ea l  m y  ma t e r i a l  

as  I  can .  I t  i s  no t  o f t en  I  f i nd  i t  a t  home .

Wha t  a  g i f t  an  encoun t e r  w i t h  a  s t r ange r  can  be I  

Amaz i ng ,  t he  i n t i ma t e  t h i ngs  t ha t  a  s t r ange r  can  con f i de  t o  

somebody  who  w i l l  l i s t en ,  t hen  move  on.1 Some t h i ng  hea r d  

i n  a  t ra i n ,  g r own  and  changed  ou t  o f  r ecogn i t i on ,  was  t he  

o r i g i n  o f  a t  l eas t  one  s tor y ,  f o r  me .
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I t  i s  my  own  f au l t  i f  no t h i ng  has  come  o f  t he  F r ench  

schoo l m i s t r ess  who  wa l ked  and  t a l ked  w i t h  me  a t  Le  Lavandou .  

H e r  head  was  Roman ;  he r  bu l k ,  too ,  wo r t hy  o f  I mpe r i a l  

Rome ;  she  hung  upon  my  a rm ,  exhaus t i ng  me ,  as  we  wa l ked .

He r  t a l k  was  abou t  t he  p r ed i camen t  o f  young  peop l e ,  g r ow i ng  

up  i n  t h i s  scep t i ca l  age .  She  heaved  a  huge  s i gh  as  i f  

r emembe r i ng  so r rows  and  j oys  o f  a  bygone  epoch .  Then ,  i n  

a  l ow  con f i den t i a l  tone ,  she  t o l d  me  tha t ,  i n  r ea l i t y ,  she  

was :  a  r e i nca r na t i on  o f  Ma r i e  An t o i ne t t e .

My  r esponse  was  i nadequa t e ,  I  am  a f r a i d ;  and  i t  i s  

f eeb l e ,  sur e l y ,  no t  to  be  ab l e  to  do  some t h i ng  w i t h  he r .

She  cou l d ,  pe rhaps ,  me e t  the  r e i nca r na t i on  o f  Lou i s . . .  

or  shou l d  i t  be  R i che l i eu?  . . . .

I  know  p l aces  i n  wh i ch  t he  pas t ,  me l ancho l y  and

gr ac i ous ,  seems  to  b r ea t he .  One  i s  a  l ow ,  o l d  house ,  i t s

wa l l s  cove r ed  w i t h  i vy  and  w i s t a r i a ,  on  t he  l i p  o f  t he

Med i t e r r anean ,  i n  F r ance .  The r e  I  have  l i ved ,  mo r e  t han

once ,  f o r  a  mon t h  or  two,  and  f e l t  myse l f  ex i s t i ng  w i t h i n

a  s t o r y  t ha t  t he  sp i r i t  o f  Tu r gen i ev  m i gh t  b r ood  ove r  and

des i r e  to  w r i t e .  The  sou l  o f  o l d ,  Wh i t e  Russ i a  i n f o r ms  i t

s t i l l .  One  o f  the  G r and  Dukes  came  t o  h i s  f r i ends  to  end

h i s  days  w i t h  t hem  he r e .  A  P r i ncess  Romano f f ,  wo r k i ng  f or

he r  l i v i ng ,  comes  when  she  needs  a  r es t .  My  hos t ,  whose

t i t l e  i s  neve r  r evea l ed  now ,  was  i n  the  Cza r ' s  Schoo l  o f

Pages  when  a  boy ,  and  my  hos t ess ,  a t t ached  to  the  Cour t ,

was  a  f r i end  o f  t hose  p r i ncesses  so  r u t h l ess l y  k i l l ed .

When  t hese  age i ng  peop l e  t a l k  w i t h  t he i r  f r i ends  i n  Russ i an

t he r e  i s  ga i e t y  and  l augh t e r ,  as  i f  p r e - r evo l u t i on  days  had

r e t u r ned ;  bu t  when  t hey  t a l k  i n  Eng l i sh  or  F r ench  a  se r i ous ,

gen t l e  cou r t esy  p r eva i l s ;  one  i s  awa r e  o f  a  h i dden  h i s t o r y

o f  ex i l e ,  o f  l oss  and  s t rugg l e ,  and  o f  se l f - p i t y  kep t  a t

bay .  For  the  sake  o f  a  f a i r ,  ove r - sens i t i ve  l i t t l e

/ g r andson ,
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gr andson ,  t he  mos t  s l ende r l y  g r ace f u l  boy  I  have  eve r  

known ,  no t  one  h i n t  o f  b i t t e r ness  i s  a l l owed  to  i n t rude .  

A l oysha  mus t  f ee l ,  a l ways ,  t ha t  l i f e  i s  swee t .  The  house  

i s  an  oas i s  i n  t he  dese r t  o f  cyn i c i sm  wh i ch  Sou t he r n  F r ance  

has  become .

I n  s t o r i es  o f  he r  ch i l dhood  wh i ch  my  hos t ess  t o l d  me  

t he r e  a r e  unexp l a i ned ,  mys t e r i ous  happen i ngs .  When  she  

was  t hough t  to  be  nea r  dea t h  f rom  t he  i ncu r ab l e  b i t e  o f  a  

po i sonous  snake ,  he r  nu r se  se i z ed  a  momen t  a l one  w i t h  he r  

t o  smugg l e  i n t o  t he  r oom  an  o l d  peasan t  woman  who  sa t  by  

t he  bed  and  chan t ed  an  i ncan t a t i on  -  a  l ong  i ncan t a t i on  

t o  t he  snake ,  b i dd i ng  h i m  t ake  h i s  po i son  away .  G r adua l l y ,  

t he  f eve r  l e f t  he r ;  t he  s i ckness  eased ,  and  hea l t h  and  

l i f e  came  back  to  t he  dy i ng  ch i l d .  Bu t  he r  s t o r i es  we r e  

no t  o f  t he  k i nd  wh i ch  one  wou l d  be  j us t i f i ed  i n  t u rn i ng  

i n t o  f i c t i on ,  no r  cou l d  one  w r i t e  o f  t ha t  nes t  o f  gen t l e �

f o l k  t ru l y  w i t h  l ess  t han  Tu rgen i ev ' s  de l i ca t e  sk i l l .

Down  the r e ,  i n  sou t he r n  F r ance ,  I  made  a  f r i end  who  

has  been  my  l uck - b r i nge r  i ndeed .  A  pa i n t e r ,  l i v i ng  i n  a  

r emo t e  co t t age  i n  t he  Ma r i t i me  A l ps ,  he  seemed  to  a t t r ac t  

w i e r d  occu r r ences  and  cha r ac t e r s  to  h i mse l f  and  was  neve r  

w i t hou t  some  cu r i ous  t a l e  to  t e l l .  When  I  v i s i t ed  h i m  i n  

t ha t  co t t age  he  was  be i ng  pes t e r ed  by  t he  woman  who  owned  

i t :  she  t hough t  she  was  be i ng  cu r sed  by  a  w i t ch  -  an  o l d  

hag  who  came  and  wen t  w i t h  l i ve  an i ma l s  w r i t h i ng  i n  a  sack .  

And  a  goa t  had  pe r i shed  f or  no  asce r t a i nab l e  r eason .  And  

a  b l ack  ca t  had  been  s l i nk i ng  abou t .

I t  was  a l l  much  wor se ,  he  t o l d  me ,  among  the  moun t a i ns  

to> the  Wes t .  The r e  a  young  m an  had  r ecen t l y  s t ood  t r i a l  f or  

shoo t i ng  and  wound i ng  a  woman  who ,  he  dec l a r ed ,  had  been  

cu r s i ng  h i s  w i f e  t o  dea t h .
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Tha t  s t o r y  haun t ed  m y  m i nd  f o r  nea r l y  a  yea r .  A t  

l as t  I  was  f r ee  t o  go  sou t h  aga i n .  I  r eso l ved  t o  be  ve r y  

co r r ec t  and  sc i en t i f i c  i f  I  w r o t e  abou t  t he  supe r s t i t i ons  

o f  t hose  r emo t e  r eg i ons .  Fo r  t he  mo r e  i nc r ed i b l e  t he  

f an t asy  wh i ch  cond i t i ons  a  t a l e ,  t he  mo r e  l og i ca l  I  l i ke  

i t s  t r ea t men t  to  be .  Bu t  I  f a i l ed  to  d i scove r  any  books  

on  t he  sub j ec t .  I  was  i n  a  f i x .

I  have  f ound  mo r e  t han  once  t ha t  when  you r  who l e  m i nd  

has  been  se i z ed  o f  a  s i ng l e  pu rpose ,  you  m a y  have  wha t  

seems  an  as t on i sh i ng  r un  o f  l uck .

I t  began  i n  Pa r i s .

•'We l l ,  now ,  can  I  do  any t h i ng  f o r  you? "  our  k i nd  

Ambassado r  asked .

" No t h i ng , "  I  s i ghed ,  " un l ess  you  can  f i nd  me  a  w i t ch ! "

He  f ea r ed  he  cou l d  no t  p r om i se  to  do  t ha t .

Nex t  morn i ng ,  howeve r ,  t he r e  was  a  t e l ephone  message  

f r om  t he  Embassy ,  w i t h  an  add r ess  i n  a  s t r ee t  i n  Pa r i s  to  

wh i ch  I  was  d i r ec t ed  to  p r esen t  myse l f  a t  f ou r  o ' c l ock .  I  

f ound  t he  house  i n  a  qu i e t  o l d  s t r ee t  w i t h  t r ees .  A  sma l l ,  

b l ack - eyed  woman  opened  t he  doo r  and  l ed  me  ups t a i r s  to  a  

r oom  l i ned  and  p i l ed  w i t h  books ,  whe r e  a  l av i sh  t ea ,  w i t h  

c r eamy  pas t r i es ,  was  spr ead .  My  hos t ess  t a l ked .  The r e  

seemed  to  be  no t h i ng  she  d i d  no t  know  abou t  the  pagan  

be l i e f s  wh i ch  l i nge r  i n  i so l a t ed  pa r t s  o f  F r ance .  I  t r i ed  

t o  make  my  b r a i n  a  t ape - r eco r de r  as  she  t a l ked .  The r e  was  

a  good  dea l  abou t  hea l e r ss  the  gue r l sseu r s . I  cha l l enged  

he r .

" You  be l i eve  some  o f  t i l ls i "  and  she  answe r ed  f r ank l y ,  

" I  do . "
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How  had  our  Ambassado r  con t ac t ed  he r?  He  had  j us t  

r ung  up  t he  Musee  de  l 1Homme  and  t hey  had  t o l d  h i m  t ha t  

she  was  the  au t ho r i t y  on  t hese  sub j ec t s .

Wha t  va l uab l e  peop l e  Ambassado r s  a r e .  Bu t ,  I  ask ,  

wou l d  an  Eng l i sh  one  have  r esponded  so  p r omp t l y  to  such  a  

r eques t ?

I  wen t  away  l oaded  w i t h  monog r aphs ,  and  mo r e  l ea r n i ng  

t han  any  nove l  cou l d  con t a i n .

M y  s t o r y  p r o l i f e r a t ed  i n  no t e -books ,  bu t  I  was  uneasy .  

I t  l acked  a  c r i s i s ,  a  p r ec i p i t a t i ng  i nc i den t  -  some t h i ng  

wh i ch  m i gh t  conce i vab l y  happen  i n  one  o f  t hose  o l d  wa l l ed  

v i l l ages  i n  t he  A l ps .  The  v i l l age  I  se l ec t ed  to  wo r k  i n  

was  B i o t ,  above  An t i bes .  I  wen t  up  t he r e  on  a  day  o f  r a i n .  

To  my  d i smay ,  t he  ho t e l  was  c l os i ng  i n  a  f ew  days  f o r  t he  

w i n t e r  mon t hs .  Among  s t eep ,  cobb l ed  a l l eys  w i t h  runne l s  

down  the  cen t r e ,  and  up  w i nd i ng  f l i gh t s  o f  s t eps  be t ween  

s t one  wa l l s ,  I  wen t ,  seek i ng  a  l odg i ng .  I  was  d r enched  by  

t he  t i me  I  a r r i ved  a t  Les  Ja r r es  d ' O r .  I t  was  an  i nn  

wh i ch  had  t wo  rooms ,  i n  a l l ,  f o r  gues t s .  I  t ook  one  o f  t hem  

I t  had  a  m i l l i ona i r e ' s  v i ew .  Then  I  j o i ned  my  hos t  and  

hos t ess  be f o r e  a  g r ea t  f i r e  o f  l ogs  i n  the  d i n i ng - room .

They  we r e  en t e r t a i n i ng  an  acqua i n t ance .  Ove r  ho t  co f f ee ,  

s t o r i es  we r e  t o l d .

The  v i s i t o r  t o l d  o f  a  t h i ng  t ha t  had  happened  i n  Spa i n .  

H e  sa i d  t he  newspape r s  had  been  f u l l  o f  i t  a t  the  t i me .  I t  

was  du r i ng  a  bu l l - f i gh t .

A  ce r t a i n  r i ch  young  man  had  secu r ed  a  sea t  on  t he  

shady  s i de  o f  the  c r owded  a r ena ,  A  young  l ady  came  to  h i m  

who  c l a i med ,  po l i t e l y ,  t ha t  t he r e  mus t  have  been  a  m i s t ake ,  

f o r  t he  sea t  was  he r s .  To  t he  ange r  o f  t he  ch i va l rous

/ Span i a r ds
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Span i a r ds  who  w i t nessed  i t ,  t he  young  m an  r e f used  to  g i ve  

up  h i s  p l ace  and  t he  l ady  had  to  s i t  on  t he  o t he r  s i de ,  

su f f e r i ng  the  hea t  and  g l a r e .

I n  the  cou r se  o f  t he  f i gh t  a  da r t  t h r own  a t  the  bu l l  

r ebounded  f rom  h i s  h i de ,  t u r ned  i n  t he  a i r  and  f l ew  as  i f  

f r om  a  bow  a t  t he  young  man ,  p i e r c i ng  h i s  br eas t .  He  f e l l  

back ,  dy i ng ,  the re ,  i n  h i s  shady  p l ace .

Wha t  a  t a l e i  Bu t  one  f o r  a  Hem i ngway ,  no t  f o r  me .

When  the  m en  f e l l  s i l en t  my  l and l ady  began  -  " My  s t ep �

mo t he r  used  to  t e l l  me  . . . . . "

You  m i gh t  have  hea r d  t he  same  t h i ng  i n  Aran ,  bu t  t hen  

she  began  t o  r e l a t e  a  much  s t r ange r  t a l e :  " Ou t s i de  t he  

v i l l age  a  woman  l i ved  . . . . "

I  he l d  my  b r ea t h  as  we  wen t  on  to  desc r i be  a  w i l d  and  

om i nous  scene .  He r e  i t  was :  t he  c r i s i s ;  the  t u r n i ng - po i n t ; 

t he  i nc i den t  I  had  f a i l ed  to  i nven t .  I mme r sed  i n  he r  v i s i on ,  

she  t o l d  i t  i n  s t rong ,  da r k  words .  Eve r y  ph r ase  e t ched  

i t se l f  i n  my  memo r y .  The r e  was  sca r ce l y  a  de t a i l  or  wo r d  

I  wou l d  w i sh  to  change .  When  she  ended  I  wen t  to  m y  bed r oom  

and  w r o t e  i t  down .

But ,  o f  cour se ,  f o r  one  s t o r y  t ha t  f a l l s  i n  one ' s  l ap  

i n  t h i s  way ,  one  hea r s  scor es  wh i ch  a r e  no  mo r e  t han  

anecdo t es ,  i n t e r es t i ng  i n  so  f a r  as  t hey  seem  ve r ac i ous ,  bu t  

l ack i ng  the  e l emen t s  wh i ch  cou l d  be  deve l oped  i n t o  an  

en t e r t a i n i ng  and  shape l y  s t or y .

One  o f  t h i s  so r t  was  t o l d  me  l as t  w i n t e r  i n  I t a l y  by  

a  l ady  w i t h  b l ue  ha i r .

I t  was  a f t e r  a  l ong  pe r i od  i n  wh i ch  t he  on l y  "  

conve r s i b l e  pe r son "  I ' d  m e t  w i t h  had  been  Ma r i e  An t o i ne t t e ,  

and  I  was  l ong i ng  f or  r a t i ona l  company .
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She  had  such  a  cha r m i ng ,  v i vac i ous ,  f ace ,  t h i s  

newcome r  to  t he  ho t e l  -  I  was  sor r y  t ha t  he r  ha i r  was  

v i o l e t  b l ue .  She  mus t  be  ano t he r  eccen t r i c ,  I  supposed ,  

and  t he r e f o r e  r e f r a i ned  f rom  seek i ng  he r  out .

Bu t  she  j o i ned  me  on  t he  t e r r ace .  He r  conve r sa t i on  

was  mos t  engag i ng^s^She  t o l d  me  abou t  he r  ha i r  -  t he  r esu l t  

o f  a  he l p f u l  daugh t e r ' s  l i t t l e  m i s t ake ,  mak i ng  me  l augh  as  

I  had  no t  l aughed  s i nce  I ' d  l e f t  home .  Wha t  l ed  to  s t o r i es  

o f  haun t i ngs  I  can ' t  r emembe r ,  bu t  I  sha l l  no t  f o r ge t  t he  

one  she  t o l d  me .

She  j o i ned  some  f r i ends  i n  an  o l d  house  i n  the  

Co t swo l ds  wh i ch  t hey  had  t aken  f o r  t he  hun t i ng .  She  a r r i ved  

t o  f i nd  t ha t  t he  son  o f  t he  f am i l y  was  f ee l i ng  i l l s  

pneumon i a ,  i t  seemed  to  be .  A  heav i l y  f u r n i shed  pane l l ed  

r oom  was  p r epa r ed  hu r r i ed l y  and  t he r e  he  was  pu t  to  bed .

A  ques t  f o r  nu r ses  was  unsuccess f u l  so  she  o f f e r ed  to  s i t  

up  w i t h  h i m  t ha t  n i gh t .  The  pa t i en t ' s  cond i t i on  wasn ' t  

a l a r m i ng .  She  sa t  peace f u l l y  by  t he  f i r e  i n  an  a r mcha i r .  

Hou r s  passed ;  t hen  a l t hough  she  had  nea r d  no t h i ng ,  she  

f e l t  t ha t  a  t h i rd  pe r son  was  i n  the  room .  W i t h  a  sense  o f  

r e l uc t ance ,  she  l ooked  round .  I t  was  a  man .  He  was  i n  a  

shadowed  corne r ,  and  he  was  i n  m i d - a i r .  By  t he  f i r e l i gh t  

she  saw  t ha t  he  was  r ed - ha i r ed  and  wo r e  a  smock ;  t hen  he  

was  gone .  The  nex t  n i gh t  he  appea r ed  and  van i shed  aga i n .

" Good  heavens !  You  sa t  t he r e  t he  nex t  n i gh t ? "  I  

exc l a i med .

" Yes  -  The  nu r se  d i dn ' t  come  f or  t wo  days . "

" Wha t  d i d  t he  f am i l y  say  abou t  i t ? "

" Oh,  I  d i dn ' t  t e l l  them .  I t  wou l d  have  made  t hem  

uneasy  -  qu i t e  spo i l t  t he  p l easu r e  i n  t he  house  -  bu t  I  d i d  

hea r ,  f rom  t he i r  ne i ghbou r s ,  some  mon t hs  a f t e r wa rds ,  t ha t  t he

/ r ed - ha i r ed
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r ed - ha i r ed  f a r me r  was  o f t en  seen .  He  had  hanged  h i mse l f  

i n  t ha t  room ! "

To  say  no t h i ng ,  and  s i t  up  i n  t ha t  r oom  t he  second  

n i gh t !

Tha t  i s  wha t  I  ca l l  r a t i ona l .  No  eccen t r i c ;  t h i s  

Sco t t i sh  l ady  w i t h  b l ue  ha i r !

He r  s t o r y  gave  m e  no  p l o t  f o r  a  nove l ,  bu t  i t  saved  

m e  f rom  m i ss i ng  some t h i ng  mo r e  p r ec i ous  -  a  f r i end .
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Days  and  P l aces  No .  ^

Th i r d  Ta l k  o f  t he  Se r i es :  Days  and  P l aces  

by  Do r o t hy  MacA r d l e .

»TALK I NG  ABOUT  CO I NC I DENCES11

" Ta l k i ng  abou t  co i nc i dences , "  someone  began .  How  

i nva r i ab l y  to  do  t ha t  p r oduces  mo r e  s t o r i es  o f  co i nc i dencesJ  

I  hea r d  wonde r f u l  s t o r i es  o f  ac t ua l  expe r i ences ,  wh i ch  

t emp t ed  me ,  l i f t e r  o f  p l o t s  t ha t  I  am ,  bu t  I  r ea l i z ed  t hey  

we r e  use l ess .  No  w r i t e r  o f  f i c t i on  cou l d  da r e  to  i nc l ude  

them .  They  wou l d  be  condemned  as  g r oss l y  i mp r obab l e  or  

con t r i ved .

I ndeed ,  some  o f  my  l i s t ene r s  ma y  r e f use  to  be l i eve  me  

i f  I  r ecoun t  some  o f  t he  t h i ngs  I  t o l d  i n  r e t u r n  -  a  se r i es  

o f  co i nc i dences  t ha t  be f e l l  me  i n  var i ed,  pa r t s  o f  Eu r ope  

some  yea r s  ago .

I t  was  a l l  good  f o r t une  and  no t  a  wh i t  o f  i t  was  due  

t o  good  managemen t  on  my  pa r t .  Be f o r e  I  speak  o f  them ,  

l es t  I  shou l d  seem  to  be  boas t i ng  and  t ak i ng  c r ed i t  to  

myse l f ,  l e t  me  con f ess  t ha t  I  am  as  f eck l ess  and  absen t  

m i nded  a  t r ave l l e r  as  you  cou l d  w i sh  no t  to mee t .

Fo r  i ns t ance :  I  was  a t  V i c t o r i a  S t a t i on ,  s t a r t i ng  for  

Men t on ,  when  I  f ound  t ha t  my  r a i l way  t i cke t  had  d i sappea r ed .  

Wh i l e  I  t u rned  ou t  pocke t s  and  bags ,  the  boa t  t r a i n  l e f t .  I  

dumped  my  t h i ngs  i n  the  c l oak r oom  and  wen t  sad l y  back  to  

t he  b ro t he r  to  whom  I  had  j us t  sa i d  " goodbye . "  Los t  t i cke t s ,  

I  knew ,  can ' t  be  r ep l aced .  The  R i v i e r a  van i shed  f rom  s i gh t .

I  sa t  t r y i ng  to  con j u r e  memo r y  ou t  o f  a  t h i ck  f og  wh i l e  my  

b r o t he r  and  h i s  w i f e  p l i ed  me  w i t h  w i ne  and  b l ack  co f f ee  i n  

t urn .  A t  l as t  I  saw  myse l f  pu t t i ng  the  t i cke t  i n  a  wa l l e t .  

And  the  wa l l e t ?

" You  packed  i t , "  t hey  sur m i sed .
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To  the  amusemen t  o f  t he  c l oak r oom  a t t endan t  I  

unea r t hed  i t  a t  V i c t o r i a  f rom  a  co rne r  o f  my  t runk .  I  

caugh t  t he  n i gh t  f e r r y  to  Dunk i r k .

So  I  had  my  t i cke t  handy  i n  my  pocke t  v/hen I  wa i t ed  

f o r  a  mo r n i ng  t r a i n  to  the  Sou t h ,  and  my  handbags  we r e  

nea t l y  p l aced  by  my  f ee t .  A t  t he  l as t  momen t  I  r ea l i z ed  

t ha t  my  heavy  l uggage  was  l y i ng ,  f o rgo t t en ,  i n  t he  ho t e l .  

Tha t  t r a i n  wen t  w i t hou t  me ,  too .

Se t t i ng  ou t  f rom  Men t on  f or  Rapa l l o  I  r ese r ved  a  sea t ,  

made  sur e  o f  each  p i ece  o f  my  l uggage  and  my  t i cke t ,  and  

se t t l ed  con t en t ed l y  i n t o  my  co rne r  on  t he  r i gh t  hand  s i de ,  

wa r med  by  t he  m i d - day  sun .  A  cha t t e r i ng  group  c r owded  i n  

a t  Ven t i m i g l i a ,  bu t  I  sa t  i n  peace ,  f or  hour s ,  en t r anced  

by  t he  chang i ng  v i ews  o f  t ha t  r ad i an t  coas t .  Bu t  why  on  

ea r t h ,  now ,  we r e  we  t r ave l l i ng  i n l and?  Among  moun t a i ns?  

Be t ween  banks  o f  snow?

" Rapa l l o?11 I  sa i d  on  an  enqu i r i ng  no t e ,  and  p r oduced  

a  commo t i on .

"  M i l ano i  M i l ano i "  my  f e l l ow - t r ave l l e r s  c r i ed .  I  

unde r s t ood .  I  ough t  to  have  changed  a t  Genoa .  I  r ea l i z ed ,  

a l so ,  t ha t  I  had  om i t t ed  to  buy  I t a l i an  l i r e .  He r e  I  was ,  

r ac i ng  no r t h  t owa rds  M i l an ,  and  no  money  on  me  w i t h  wh i ch  

t o  pay  po r t e r s  and  the  f a r e  sou t h .

Bu t  m i shaps  o f  t h i s  na t u r e  don ' t  ma t t e r  much  i n  I t a l y ,  

any  mo r e  t han  t hey  wou l d  a t  home .  W i t h  the  l i ve l i es t  

p l easu r e  my  compan i ons  consu l t ed ,  dec i ded  and  o rgan i zed .

A t  t he  nex t  s t a t i on  bu t  one  I  was  pu t  i n  cha rge  o f  po r t e r s  

to  whom  the  s i t ua t i on  was  vo l ub l y  exp l a i ned .  I  was  conveyed  

w i t h  m y  l uggage  to  t he  r i gh t  t ra i n ,  whe r e  nobody  was  to  ask  

m e  f or  a  t i cke t ,  i t  seemed  to  be  unde r s t ood .  My  r escue r s  

waved  and  ca l l ed,  f rom  t he  w i ndows  as  t he i r  t r a i n  pu l l ed  away .
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They  begged  f o r  j us t  one  t h i ng  i n  r e t u r n  -  t ha t  I  wou l d  

cease  wor r y i ng .

" S i gnor i na ,  a l l eg r a í  . . . Un  Sor r i soJ  A  sm i l e l "

When  I  t r ave l  f or  hea l t h  or  p l easu r e ,  m i s - adven t ur es  

o f  t h i s  sor t  pu r sue  me  and  t hey  a r e  eas i l y  unde r s t ood .  My  

t hough t s  a r e  i n  one  p l ace  wh i l e  I ' m  i n  ano t he r ,  t ha t ' s  a l l .  

Bu t  t hose  happy  chance  encoun t e r s  t ha t  came  abou t  wh i l e  I  

t r ave l l ed  w i t h  a  se r i ous  purpose ,  I  sha l l  neve r  be  ab l e  

to  exp l a i n .

I t  was  l ess  t han  a  yea r  a f t e r  the  end  o f  the  Wa r .  I  

wen t  t r a i ps i ng  round  wa r - sha t t e r ed  pa r t s  o f  Eu rope  a l one ,  

w i t hou t  adequa t e  i n t roduc t i ons ,  w i t hou t  r ese r va t i ons ,  no t  

know i ng  whe r e  b r i dges  we r e  s t i l l  down  and  r a i l way  l i nes  

c l osed ,  co l l ec t i ng  ma t e r i a l  f or  a  book .  I  wan t ed  to  w r i t e  

abou t  t he  ch i l d r en  o f  t he  coun t r i es  t ha t  had  been  occup i ed .  

The  j ob  r ea l l y  needed  a  j ou r na l i s t  w i t h  a l l  t he  r i gh t s  and  

f ac i l i t i es  t ha t  a  comm i ss i on  f rom  a  newspape r  g i ves .  I  

hadn ' t  any  comm i ss i on  f rom  anybody .  My  books  cou l d  no t  be  

expec t ed  to  smoo t h  my  way ,  f or  one  had  been  b l as t ed  ou t  

o f  c i r cu l a t i on  by  an  i ncend i a r y  bomb ,  and ,  on  t h i s  S i de  o f  

t he  A t l an t i c ,  the  o t he r s  we r e  sca r ce l y  known .  Th i s  was  

an  i l l - j udged  and  p r ec i p i t a t e  en t e r p r i se  i n  wh i ch  I  dese r ved  

t o  f a i l .

Du r i ng  t he  w i n t e r  i n  London  I  had  co l l ec t ed  a l l  t he  

i n f o r ma t i on  I  cou l d .  Ha r d  f ac t s ,  da t es  and  s t a t i s t i cs  f or  

some  o f  t he  coun t r i es  we r e  ava i l ab l e  the re .  I  cou l d  l ea r n  

ve r y  l i t t l e ,  howeve r ,  abou t  Po l and  or  Hunga r y ,  and  to  t hese  

I  wou l d  no t  be  ab l e  to  go .  Sensa t i ona l  p r opaganda  was  

p l en t i f u l ,  bu t  f i r s t  hand ,  r e l i ab l e  i n f o r ma t i on  i t  seemed  

i mposs i b l e  to  ob t a i n .  Abou t  Po l es ,  I  was  s t rong l y  adv i sed  

t o  w r i t e  to  j us t  one  man ,  who  was  wor k i ng ,  now ,  i n  Ge rmany ,

/ among
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among  d i sp l aced  pe r sons .  I  sen t  a  l ong  ques t i onna i r e  bu t  

go t  no  r ep l y .

A t  l as t ,  a t  t he  end  o f  Apr i l ,  I  f l ew  to  Ho l l and  w i t h  

pe r m i t s  f or  cu r r ency  to  cove r  f our  mon t hs  abroad .

Our  p l ane  f l ew  l ow  and  the  t u l i ps  we r e  i n  b l oom ,  bu t  

t hey  a r e  g r own  i n  r ec t angu l a r  pa t ches ,  each  o f  one  co l ou r  

and  l ooked  f rom  t he  a i r  l i ke  p l a i n ,  b r i gh t  ca rpe t s  l a i d  

ou t  to  dry .

I n  Ho l l and  I  d i dn ’t  need  l uck .  The  conce r n  o f  the  

au t ho r i t i es  f or  t he  ch i l d r en  was  i n t ense .  I  was  g i ven  a  

ca r ,  an  i n t e r p r e t e r  and  a  p r og r amme  and  eve r yone  who  cou l d  

he l p  me  a t  a l l  d i d  so  much  t ha t  i n  l ess  t han  t wo  weeks  I  

was  ab l e  to  move  on.

Rema r kab l e  m en  and  women  I  me t :  peop l e  who  had  r i sked  

or  su f f e r ed  t he  ho r r o r  o f  the  concen t r a t i on  camps  i n  o rde r  

to  save  Jew i sh  ch i l d r en ,  and  had  saved  t housands .

I n  Be l g i um  i t  was  t he  same .  Bu t  t he  t roub l e  t aken  to  

he l p  me  made  me  ne r vous .  A f t e r  a l l  t h i s  I  da r ed  no t  f a i l :  

ye t  how  cou l d  I  eve r  make  such  a  book  comp l e t e?

Luxembourg ,  nex t ,  and  t hen  a  j ou r ney  by  n i gh t  to  Geneva  

I  booked  a s l eep i ng  be r t h ,  bu t  such  l uxu r i es  we r e  sca r ce  

on  t he  r a i l ways  then ,  and  t he  t r a i n  t ha t  came  i n  a t  t en  

o ’c l ock  had  no  s l eep i ng  accommoda t i on  a t  a l l .  I  had  to  

sha r e  a  d i ngy  compa r t men t  w i t h  a  young  man  i n  ba t t l e -d r ess .

" I  go t  on  a t  B r usse l s  and  haven ' t  seen  Luxembourg , "  

he  sa i d .  " Wha t  a r e  t h i ngs  l i ke  he r e?  I  suppose  the  c i t y  

hasn ' t  been  damaged  much? "

I  r ep l i ed ,  " No t  much ,  bu t  t he  annexa t i on  p r essed  ha r d  

on  t he  ch i l d r en .  They  have  had  a  bad  t i me . "

" A r e  you  a  ch i l d r en ' s  doc t o r? "  he  wan t ed  to  know .
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“No,  I ' m  on l y  w r i t i ng  some t h i ng  abou t  t hem , "  I  

answe r ed ,  a  l i t t l e  surpr i sed .

H i s  nex t  r ema r k  su r p r i sed  me  mor e .

" 0  my i  And  t ha t  l e t t e r  o f  you r s  s t i l l  on  my  desk  i n  

Ge r many ,  unanswe r ed , "  he  sa i d .

He  cou l d  no t  t e l l  me  how  he  had  guessed  t he  

connec t i on ,  bu t  he  cou l d  and  d i d  t e l l  me  a  g r ea t  dea l  

abou t  Po l i sh  ch i l d r en ,  be f o r e  I  a l l owed  h i m  to  go  to  s l eep .

A  l i t t l e  f a r - f e t ched ,  bu t  t rue .

I  was  g i ven  i n  Sw i t z e r l and  f i ne  i n t r oduc t i ons  t o  be  

p r esen t ed  i n  P r ague .  I  was  to  be  me t  a t  the  a i r po r t  t he r e .  

H i gh  hopes  sus t a i ned  me  i n  t he  c r ackpo t  o l d  a r my  p l ane  i n  

wh i ch  I  f l ew  on  t h r ough  an  e l ec t r i c  s t orm .  Nobody  me t  me :  

t hose  V . I . Ps  we r e  away .  I  f e l t  r a t he r  he l p l ess .  To  speak  

Ge r man  i n  P r ague  was  a  g r ave  o f f ence ;  and , o f  cour se ,  I  

d i dn ' t  know  one  wo r d  o f  Czech ,  and  I r e l and  had  no  

r ep r esen t a t i ve  t he r e .  Nex t  day  heavy  r a i n  sp l ashed  down  on  

t hose  anc i en t  s t r ee t s .  A  g i r l  was  she l t e r i ng  unde r  an  

a r chway  and  I ,  too,  t ook  r e f uge  the re .  She  l ooked  a l e r t  and  

I  asked  he r  i n  Eng l i sh  t he  way  to  the  B r i t i sh  Qnbassy .  I  

had  to  engage  an  i n t e rp r e t e r ,  I  exp l a i ned .  Shy l y  she  

p l eaded ,  " Oh,  p l ease ,  may  I? "

She  came  eve r y  day  and  was  he l p f u l  i n  eve r y t h i ng .

So ,  a l so ,  we r e  the  au t ho r i t i es ;  and ,  mos t  o f  a l l ,  t he  

t eache r s ;  bu t  the  schoo l mas t e r s ,  one  and  a l l ,  l ooked  to  me  

l i ke  m en  on  t he  edge  o f  dea t h .  The  Na z i s  had  r i gh t l y  

r ega r ded  t hem  as  mos t  dange rous  opponen t s .  I  t h i nk  t ha t  

i n  P r ague  I  saw  nobody  sm i l e .  Tha t  was  i n  Ju l y ,  f o r t y - s i x .

I  mus t  go  on  to  V i enna ,  I  was  t o l d .  I  wan t ed  to,  bu t  

i t  had  seemed  i mposs i b l e .  The  Fou r  Powe r s  who  r u l ed  i t

/ a l l owed .
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a l l owed  no  ou t s i de r  i n .  Nobody  had  he l d  ou t  to  me  any  

hope  o f  pene t r a t i ng  t hose  con t ro l s .  Then  en t e r ed  an  

Aus t r a l i an  who  was  an  I r i shman .

«•I  was  i n  Aus t r a l i a , "  he  sa i d  r esen t f u l l y ,  " when  t ha t  

book  o f  you r s  came  ou t .  I  hadn ' t  t wen t y - f i ve  sh i l l i ngs ,  

on l y  f i f t een .  I  knew  a  m an  who  had  t he  book  and  I  o f f e r ed  

a  chap  the  f i f t een  sh i l l i ngs  to  mu r de r  h i m ,  bu t  he  wan t ed  

mo r e .  And  now  i t ' s  no t  t o  be  had . "

He  w r o t e  a  l e t t e r  f o r  me  to  t he  sec r e t a r y  o f  Un r r a  i n  

V i enna .  W i t h  tha t ,  I  se t  o f f .

I  wa l ked  i n  t he  ea r l y  mo r n i ng  be t ween  ske l e t on  houses  

and  p i l es  o f  rubb l e ,  among  peop l e  who  l ooked  l i ke  ghos t s .

Possess i ng  no  r a t i on  ca r d  and  no  pe r m i t s ,  I  was  r e f used  

f ood  i n  t he  ca f es ,  r e f used  a  bed  i n  the  ho t e l s .  I  a r r i ved  

a t  t he  Unr r a  o f f i ce  exhaus t ed ;  M i ss  M i l r od  l ooked  up  f rom  

t he  I r i shman ' s  l e t t e r  i n  b l eak  d i smay .  I  s i mp l y  had  no  

ex i s t ence ,  she  exp l a i ned .

" I f  you  we r e  a t t ached  to  a  newspape r  I  cou l d  ge t  you  

i n t o  the  P r ess  C l ub ,  bu t  you  a r e  no t .  I  can  g i ve  you  a  

mea l  bu t  t ha t  i s  a l l  I  can  do .  I t  i s  j us t  t oo  bad ,  bu t  I ' m  

a f r a i d  you  mus t  t ake  t he  nex t  t r a i n  back . . . . "  She  checked  

he r se l f ;  g l anced  aga i n  a t  t he  l e t t e r .  " Maca rd l e?  No t  The  

The  Un i nv i t ed?"  she  exc l a i med .

I  was  de f i n i t e l y  t he  un i nv i t ed ,  bu t ,  b l ess  he r ,  she  

was  t h i nk i ng  o f  a  ha r m l ess  s t or y  o f  m i ne i

" I  was  mou l de r i ng  w i t h  ' f l u  and  somebody  gave  me  t ha t  

book !  . . .  O f  cou r se , you  r ep r esen t  t he  P r ess .  Obv i ous l y ,  

you  go  to  t he  P r ess  C l ub , "  she  sa i d .

And  I  d i d .
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My  t our  wound  up  i n  F r ance .  I  was  f a i r l y  happy ,  

a l t hough  one  or  t wo  o f  my  f i l es  we r e  th i n .  Abou t  Hunga r y  

I  had  ou t l i nes  on l y .  Pe r sona l ,  f i r s t  hand  ev i dence  f rom  

someone  who  had  endu r ed  w i t h  t he  ch i l d r en  and  unde r s t ood  

t he i r  r eac t i ons  to  t he  Wa r  and  t he  t e r r i b l e  so - ca l l ed  

" l i be r a t i on “ by  Russ i ans  -  t h i s  I  had  f a i l ed  to  f i nd .

My  l as t  a f t e r noon  i n  Pa r i s  was  f r ee  and  I  had  a  g r ea t  

l ong i ng  f or  p i c t u r es .  I  dec i ded  to  go  to  t he  Louv r e .

Ou t s i de  the  ga t e  a  young  woman  was  s t and i ng ,  f rus t r a t ed .  

“Fe r me i "  she  sa i d .  She  l ooked  d i sappo i n t ed  and  f r i end l y  

and  a t  a  l oss .  I  sugges t ed  " un  pe t i t  p r omenade? “ and  we  

wa l ked  i n  the  sunny  ga r dens  and  t a l ked .

She  was  a  young  Hunga r i an  t eache r  who  had  wo r ked  among  

he r  pup i l s  t h r oughou t  t he  wa r .  She  had  t ea  w i t h  me ,  and ,  

l a t e r ,  suppe r ,  and  a l l  t he  t r ag i c  s t o r y  came  ou t .  She  was  

t hank f u l  t ha t  someone  wou l d  w r i t e  abou t  t hese  t h i ngs .

Tha t  i s  no t  t he  who l e  t a l l y  o f  t he  s t r ange  

co i nc i dences  wh i ch  he l ped  me  to  comp l e t e  my  t ask ,  

compensa t i ng  a t  eve r y  t u r n  f or  my  own  sho r t com i ngs  and  

m i s t akes .  Bu t  i t  i s  a l l  I  have  t i me  to  desc r i be .

Vague  t hough  my  memo r y  i s  abou t  many  th i ngs ,  i t  i s  

c l ea r  abou t  these ,  because  o f  t he  sha rp ,  s t a r t l i ng  i mpr ess  

t hey  made  on  my  m i nd .  I  am  no t  d r eam i ng ,  no r  ado r n i ng  a 

t a l e .  They  d i d  happen ,  j us t  l i ke  tha t .
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DAYS  A N D  PLACES  No .  4 . 

AMBR I Q ftff— C O I ® m ^ T l ® T S .

Our  sh i p  en t e r ed  the  po r t  o f  New  Yo r k  a t  sunr i se  

and  wha t  me t  my  gaz e  when  I  came  up  on  deck  was  beyond  a l l  

my  expec t a t i ons .  Tha t  a r r ay  o f  t owe r i ng ,  na r r ow  s t ruc t ur es ,  

r i s i ng  a i r i l y  ou t  o f  s i l ve r  m i s t ,  awed  the  m i nd ,  l i ke  some  

wo r k  o f  p r i mo r d i a l  na t u r e  r a t he r  t han  any t h i ng  made  by  the  

hand  o f  man .

The  i i ferch mo r n i ng  was  b l owy  and  co l d  bu t  even  wh i l e  

t he  t ags  we r e  j o l l y i ng  our  l i ne r  i n t o  he r  be r t h  t he  sun  pu t  

f o r t h  s t rong  X'varmth and  l i gh t .

2Jor  me ,  t h i s  was  t he  susp i c i ous  s t a r t  o f  a  cha l l �

eng i ng  en t e rpr i se ;  the  f u l f i l men t ,  too ,  o f  a  w i sh  so  unhope -  

f u l l y  che r i shed  f o r  many  yea r s  t ha t  i t s  a t t a i nmen t  was  sp i ced  

w i t h  surpr i se .

I t  was  n i ne t een - t h i r t y - n i ne ,  t he  yea r  o f  t he  

Wor l d ' s  Fa i r  i n  New  Yor k .  I  had  been  asked ,  a l l  o f  a  sadden ,  

i n  an  o f f i ce  i n  Dub l i n ,  whe t he r  I  cou l d  a r r ange  to go  ou t  

and  g i ve  l ec t u r es  on  I r i sh  Poe t s  and  d r ama t i s t s  i n  t he  I r i sh  

Pav i l i on  the re .  I  wou l d  r ece i ve  no  f ees :  i t  t akes  t we l ve  

mon t hs  to o r gan i se  a  f ee - pay i ng  l ec t u r e  tour ,  ba t  I  woa l d  be  

subs i d i z ed  f o r  a  v i s i t  o f  abou t  t wo  mon t hs .  Our  Consu l a t e  

i n  New  Yo r k  wou l d  a r r ange  va r i ous  engagemen t s  f o r  me .

Eage r l y  I  ag r eed .  I  had  so  mach  en j oyed ,  so much  

m i ssed ,  a  l ec t u r i ng  pos t  he l d  f o r  n i ne  by -gone  yea r s ,  wh i l e  

to  r e t u r n  to  l i t e r a r y  p r eoccupa t i ons  wou l d  be  pur e  de l i gh t .

I  spen t  i ndus t r i ous  weeks  i n t ens i ve l y  r ead i ng  the  wo r ks  o f  

my  f avou r i t e  I r i sh  w r i t e r s  aga i n  and  p r epa r i ng  l ec t u r es  on  

t hem .  Thhn  came  a  check .  Engagemen t s  we r e  p r ov i ng  d i f f i cu l t
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to  a r r ange .  The  p r o j ec t  m i gh t  have  to  be  cance l l ed  o r  pos t �

poned .  Bu t  I  was  r eady  and  r ea r i n '  to  go :  b r i mm i ng  w i t h  my  

sub j ec t ,  as  a  l ec t u r e r  ough t  t obe .  I  had  ag r eed  t ha t  f o r  

me  i t  was  no©  o r  neve r  and ,  f i na l l y ,  was  a l l owed  to  sa i l .  So  

he r e  I  was ,  i n  dock ,  and  someone  had  come  aboa rd ,  and  was  

ask i ng  f o r  me .  I t  was  the  V i ce - Consu l  and  he  gave  me  bad  

news .

The r e  we r e  no  f ac i l i t i es  i n  t he  I r i sh  Pav i l i on  f or  

l ec t u r es ,  and  i t  was  no t  easy  to  make  the  necessa r y  con t ac t s  

f o r  o t he r  engagemen t s .  I n  ^ac t ,  t he r e  was  no t h i ng  f o r  me  

to  do  i n  New  Yor k .

B r eak f as t  i n  an  au t oma t  d i d  no t h i ng  to  r es t o r e  my  upr i gh t s ;  

nor  d i d  t he  l ong  ascen t  i n  an  e l eva t or ,  no r  even  t he  panor ama  

be l ow  t he  w i ndows  o f  t he  I r i sh  Consu l a t e .

The  one  hope ,  i t  seemed ,  was  Wash i ng t on ,  whe r e  

Robe r y  B r ennan  was  our  M i n i s t e r .  Wh i l e ,  i n  some  i nne r  sanc �

tum ,  a  con f e r ence  wan t  on  as  to  wha t  cou l d  be  done  f or  me ,

I  sa t  i n  the  sec r e t a r y ’s room ,  t oo  desponden t  to  t a l k .

The  wor s t  o f  i t  was ,  I  myse l f  was  to  b l ame .  I  

had  i ns i s t ed  on  com i ng  t oo  soon ,  and  I  hadn ' t  even  w r i t t en  

to  ask  the  co - ope r a t i on  o f  my  f r i ends  i n  Ame r i ca .  Even  to 

k i nd ,  capab l e  M r s .  W i nches t e r  I  had  sen t  on l y  an  exc i t ed  

sc r i bb l e  when  the  p r o j ec t  was  f i r s t  sugges t ed ,  t hen  no  mor e .  

And  she  wou l d  have  he l ped .  Whe r e  was  she?  Somewhe r e  nea r  

Co l d - Sp r i ng - on - Hudson .  1  had  he r  add r ess  i n  my  t runk . . .

Th i s  was  s f ca l e-ma t e  and  I  was  m i se r ab l e .

The  Sec r e t a r y  was  busy  and  l e f t  me  to my  brood i ng .  

He r  t e l ephone  r ang .  She  l i s t ened  and ,  sm i l i ng ,  sa i d ,  n I  

t h i nk  I  can  he l p  you ” , and  passed  the  r ece i ve r  ove r  to  me .
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" I  can ' t  ge t  i n  t ouch ” . . .  I t  was  a  woman ' s  vo i ce ,  

i ns i s t en t .  " I  happen  to  be  spend i ng  t he  day  i n  t own  and  i t  

sudden l y  occu r ed  to  me  t ha t  you  m i gh t  have  some  i m f o r ma t i on  

as  to  whe t he r  she  i s  com i ng  or  no t .  Do r o t hy  Maca r d i e  i s  

he r  ma m e " .

I  r esponded ,  Cqn  you  l unch  w i t h  me ,  M r s .  W i nches �

t e r? "

We  l aughed  t oge t he r ,  bu t  sca r ce l y  a t e ,  t he r e  was  so  

much  to  t a l k  abou t .  She  cou l dn ' t  exp l a i n  t ha t  sudden  i mpu l se  

t ha t  had  made  hen ’f ee l  she  mas t  f i nd  ou t  whe r e  I  was .  She  

was  my  sen i or ,  t r i m ,  pe r cep t i ve ,  a l e r t :  one  o f  t hose  ac t i ve ,  

t r ave l l ed  Ame r i can  women  who  ma i n t a i n  a  hos t  o f  con t ac t s  and  

command  good - w i l l  and  good  o f f i ces  f a r  and  w i de .  Da r i ng  

t ha t  spa r k l i ng  a f t e r noon  she  made  me  aqqua i n t ed  w i t h  he r  

g r ea t  c i t y :  the  p r oud  exube r ence  o f  Mad i son  and  F i f t h  Avenue  

c i v i l i z a t i on  i n  i t s  mos t  mode r n  and  wea l t h i es t  aspec t ,  I  

suppose :  t he  no i s i e r ,  j os t l i ng  an i ma t i on  o f  B r oadway  and  t he  

r i pe ,  g r ac i ous  qu i e t  o f  Wash i ng t on  Squa r e .  And  she  p l anned  

con t ac t s  f or  me  -  a  who l e  cha i n  o f  t hem .  I n  no  t i me ,  she  

dec l a r ed ,  a  skedu l e  o f  l ec t u r es  wou l d  be  f i sed  f o r  qle.  I  

hadn ’t  a  t h i ng  to  wo r r y  abou t .

Tha t  even i ng  i s  I  t r ave l l ed  to Wash i ng t on  w i t h  a  

hea r t  so  l i gh t  t ha t  i t  f e l t  r eady  to  f l y  away .

Mr .  B r ennan  l os t  no  t i me .  He  s i mp l y  pu l l ed  a  f ew  

o f  h i s  mu l t i p l e  s t r i ngs  and  t h i ngs  began  mov i ng :  t he r e  we r e  

l ec t u r es ,  l uncheons ,  r ead i ngs ,  i n f o r ma l  t a l ks ,  p r ess - con f e r -  

ences .  pa r t i es ,  a l l  i n  b r i l l a i n t  wea t he r ,  and  a l l  aga i ns t  

t he  backg r ound  o f  t ha t  ma j es t i c  c i t y  whose  r eason  f o r  be i ng
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i s  orde r ,  gove rnmen t ,  l aw .  I t  had  an  a i r  o f  f r eshness ,  t hen  

i n  Spr i ng ,  w i t h  i t s  w i f l e  s t r ee t s ,  f i ne  wh i t e  bu i l d i ngs  and ,  

eve r ywhe r e ,  t r ees .  Magno l i es  we r e  open i ng  i n  t he  ga rdens  

and  t he  che r r i es  a r ound  the  l ake  we r e  i n  f l owe r .  A t  n i gh t ,  

t he  dome  o f  t he  Cap i t o l ,  f l ood - l i t ,  seemed  to  f l oa t  l i ke  a  

round ,  wh i t e  c l oud .  P l and  we r e  be i ng  made  f o r  me  to  r e t u r n  

and  g i ve  a  se r i es  o f  f ee - pay i ng  l ec t u r es  nez t vyea r ,  a  p r os �

pec t  t ha t  de l i gh t ed  me .

One  i nv i t a t i on  f o r  a  f u t u r e  v i s i t ,  wh i ch  came  to  

me  w i t hou t  o f f i c i a l  sanc t i on  or  cogn i sance ,  was  f r om  t he  

P r es i den t  o f  t he  Co l our ed  Peop l e ’s Un i ve r s i t y ,  who  wan t ed  

me  to  spend  a  f o r t n i gh t  t he r e ,  l ec t u r i ng  on  t he  I r i sh  L i t e r �

a r y  Rena i ssance ,  wh i ch  was  an  encou r agemen t  to  t he i r  own ,  

and  p r oduc i ng  w i t h  t he  s t uden t s  some  I r i sh  p l ays .  I  t hough t  

i t  wou l d  be  an  ex t r eme l y  i n t e r es t i ng  t h i ng  to  do.

Meanwh i l e ,  t he r e  we r e  engagemen t s  i n  Bos t on ,  

P r ov i dence  Ph i l ade l ph i a ,  New  Je r sey ,  and  t owns  o f  wh i ch  I  

have  f o r go t t en  the  names .

The r e  a r e  phases  and  f ace t s  o f  l i f e  i n  t he  Un i t ed  

S t a t es  wh i ch  to me  wou l d  be  exceed i ng l y  uncongen i a l ,  bu t  I  

neve r  encoun t e r ed  them .  The  peop l e  w i t h  whom  I  had  con t ac t  

we r e  t hough t f u l ,  many  o f  t hem  engaged  i n  educa t i on  or  some  

o t he r  l i ne  o f  i n t e l l ec t ua l  wor k ;  peop l e  w&ose  unde r s t and i ng  

and  sympa t hy  wou l d  have  i n f l uence .  The i r  ques t i ons  we r e  

pene t r a t i ng .  The i r  i n t e r es t  i n  I r e l and  was  keen  and  s i nce r e .

And  how  l av i sh  t he i r  hosp i t a l i t y !  My  r ecu r r i ng  

p r ob l em  was  to  secur e  a  f ew  hour s  a l one  some t i mes ,  i n  wh i ch  

to r ead  and  w r i t e .

One  pa r t y  I  en j oyed  mor e  t han  a l l  the  r es t .  I t  

was  i n  New  Yor k .  The  aud i ence  t ha t  n i gh t  was  a  l a rge  one
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and  so cha r m i ng l y  r espons i ve  t ha t  I  wen t  on  f or  an  hoa r ,  

r ead i ng  sc r aps  o f  d i a l ogue  f r om  Abbe y  comed i es .  I  can t ,  

f r om  a  p l a t f o r m ,  obse r ve  i nd i v i dua l  f aces ,  bu t  I  was  awa r e  

o f  chuck l es  and  sm i l es ,  »/hen I  ended ,  a  l ady  s t ood  up  and ,  

i n  a  vo i ce  t ha t  sas t  a  spe l l  on  me ,  made  a  wa r m ,  w i t t y  speech  

o f  t hanks .  Then  I  knew  t ha t  vo i ce ,  and  hea r d  myse l f  gasp i ng  

a t  t he  conc l us i on ,  " Goodness ,  I ’m  g l ad  I  d i dn ’t  know  you  

we r e  he r e I ”

The r e  was  a  chorus  of  l augh t e r  f o r  i t  was  Sa r a  

A l l good  -  and  I  had  been  r ead i ng  f r om  he r  pa r t s ’.

She  swep t  he r  f r i ends  t oge t he r  and ,  i n  he r  l i t t l e  

apa r t men t ,  gave  us  suppe r .  I t  was  a  Dub l i n  pa r t y ,  eve r yone  

a rgu i ng ,  goss i p i ng ,  demand i ng  news ,  l augh i ng  and  t e l l i ng  s t or i  

i ec  t i l l  a l l  was  b l ue .  When  we  f e l l  qu i e t  a t  l as t ,  Sa r a  l i t  

cand l es  and  r ec i t ed  a  gr ave ,  l ove l y  poem  i n  memo r y  o f  the  

l eade r s  o f  Eas t e r  Week .

Tha t  was  an  even i ng  I  sha l l  no t  f o rge t .

Qu i ck l y ,  my  l i t t l e  subs i dy  me l t ed  away .  I  was  

p r epa r i ng  f or  depa r t u r e  when  a  l ong  t e l eg r am  came .  I t  was  

f rom  Mr s .  Lusas ,  whom  I  had  me t  i n  Dub l i n .  She  had  w i r ed  

f r om  San  F r anc i sco ,  whe r e  she  l i ved .  I  was  i nv i t ed  to  speak  

on  I r e l and  t he r e  a t  t he  Gol f l en Ga t e  Expos i t i on  and  g i ve  the  

Commencemen t s  Add r ess  a t  M i l l s  Co l l ege .  A l l  my  e zpenaes  aaxa j  

ac ross  t he  con t i nen t  t he r e  and  back  wou l d  be  pa i d .

So  f or  t h r ee  n i gh t s  and  days  I  t r ave l l ed  Wes t  i n  

t he  Jfeke o f  the  p i onee r s  and  a t  l as t  r an  down  f r om  t he  H i gh  

S i e r r as  i n t o  San  F r anc i sco  when  t he  se t t i ng  sun  was  f i r i ng  

the  Go l den  Ga t e .
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•  '

I  l ove  a  c i t y  w i t h  wa t e r  and  sh i ps ,  b r i dges  and  f ogs  

h i l l s  eve r  v i s i b l e  and  a  change f u l  sky  -  a  Dub l i ne r ’s p r ed �

i l ec t i on ,  na t u r a l l y  -  and  he r e  a r e  a l l  t hese ,  on  a  nob l e  

sca l e ,  g l o r i f i ed  by  i n t ense  co l our  and  l i gh t .  I  f e l t  a t  

home  t he r e ,  and  among  the  peop l e ,  w i t h  the i i? easy ,  casua l  

wes t e r n  ways  and  gene r ous  f r i end l i ness .

I  was  to  be  t he  gues t  f o r  a  f o r t n i gh t  o f  M i l l s  

Co l l ege ,  t ak i ng  pa r t  i n  an  i n t e r na t i ona l  con f e r ence  t he r e .

Mu  hos t ess  was  t ha t  r enowned  l ady ,  Au r a l i a  Hen r y  Re i nha rd t ,  

i t s  P r i nc i pa l .  I  f ound  he r  i mpr ess i ve .  She  saw  came  to  my  

r oom  to  say  good - n i gh t  and  de l ayed  to t e l l  me  a  s t o r y  o f  

Ab r aham  L i nco l n .

" An  Eng l i shman  t o l d  L i nco l n  t ha t  a  gen t l eman  i n  

Eng l and  neve r  c l eaned  h i s  own  shoes . "  L i nco l n  r ep l i ed ,  !l Whose  

shoes  does  he  c l ean? ”

I  d i d  no t  l eave  my  shoes  ou t s i de  my  door .

I  t hough t  I  cou l d  spend  yea r s  happ i l y  i n  M i l l s  

Co l l ege .  I t s  campus  i s  beau t i f u l .  Low -bu i l t  houses ,  w i t h  

r ed  roo f s  and  t h i ck  wh i t e  wa l l s  and  en t r ances  a r ched  i n  t he  

o l d  Ca l i f o r n i an - Span i sh  s t y l e ,  s t and  i n  g r een  l awns :  homes  

o f  membe r s  o f  t he  f acu l t y ;  mus i c - room ;  p r i n t i ng - house  and  

the  va r i ous  schoo l s .  Long  avenues  o f  euca l yp t us  gave  ou t  

t on i c  scen t ,  and  shade  f r om  txhe summe r  sun .  The r e  a r e  

sw i mm i ng  poo l s  and  a  l i l y -poo l  f r i nged  w i t h  w i l l ows .  I  was  

f i l l ed  w i t h  adm i r a t i on  f o r  the  wo r l d  o f  wor k ,  i mag i na t i ve l y  

conce i ved  and  conduc t ed ,  t ha t  ex i s t s  he r e  and  t he  happy  

con f i dence  w i t h  wh i ch  i t s  s t uden t s  go  ou t  t o  t he i r  C j joson 

voca t i ons .  I  l i ked  " Commencemen t s "  as  t he  name  f or  G r ad �

ua t i on  Day .
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My  add r ess  was  g i ven  i n  an  open - a i r  amph i  t hea t r e  

t ha t  sea t s  abou t  a  t housand  peop l e .  Then  f o l l owed  the  

con f e r r i ng  o f  degr ees .  No  one  had  wa r ned  me  and  t he r e  was  a  

ga l e  o f  f r i end l y  l augh t e r  when ,  hea r i ng  my  own  name  ca l l ed  

I  s t a r t ed ,  sca t t e r i ng  penc i l  and  manusc r i p t .  Ove r  my  

bo r r owed  gown  t he  P r i nc i p l e  p l aced  a  go r geous  hood .  The  

Hono r a r y  Degr ee  was  r ea l l y  i n  Honou r  o f  I r e l and ,  as  the  

c i t a t i on  showed :

A  t r i bu t e  f r om

na  young  l and  i ndeb t ed  to  he r  g i f t ed  peop l e  

as  an  exemp l e r  i n  l ove  o f  f r eedom  and  sac r i f i c i a l  

cour age ,  f o r  Ame r i can  so i l  p l an t ed  and  f ac t o r y  

whee l s  t urned ,  f o r  ga i e t y  o f  w i t  and  t he  r e f r eshmen t  

o f  l augh t e r ” .

Now  I  was  one  o f  t he  p r oud  A l umnae  o f  M i l l s ,  and  

a r r angemen t s  we r e  p l anned  to b r i ng  me  back  f o r  a  yea r ,  w i t h  

ce r t a i n  t u t o r i a l  f unc t i ons  i n  t he  Co l l ege  and  a  rou t i ne  o f  

l ec t u r es  e l sewhe r e .  I  wou l d  be  asked  to  spend  Chr i s t mas  

w i t h  the  Duven i cks  a t  H i dden  V i l l a  Ranch .

Bu t  t ha t  was  n i ne t ean - f o r t y . I  had  to be  back  i n  

London  t h i s  Augus t .

" Go  back  t h r ough  Canada .  A t  a l l  cos t s ,  see  the  

Rocky  Moun t a i ns ” , I  was  adv i sed .

Tha t  wou l d  r equ i r e  an  ex t ens i on  o f  my  passpoc t .  I  

had  one  o f  t hose  b r i gh t  i deas  wh i ch ,  a f t e r wa rds ,  can  l ook  

so  ve r y  d i m .  I  pos t ed  my  passpor t ,  w i t h  exp l ana t i ons ,  to  

our  Consu l  Gene r a l  i n  New  Yor k ,  ask i ng  h i m  to  ho l d  i t  f or  

me ,  t hen ,  f u l l  o f  happy  an t i c i pa t i ons ,  made  r ese r va t i ons  

f or  my  eas t wa rd  j ou rney  v i a  V i c t o r i a ,  Vancouve r  and  Lake  

Lou i se .
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I  suppose  t ha t  i s  t he  on l y  i n t e r na t i ona l  f r on t i e r  

i n  th i s  wo r l d  t ha t  i t  i s  poss i b l e  to  f o r ge t  abou t .  I  was  

st- ' - l l l  ob l i v i ous  wh i l e  we  we r e  c r oss i ng  Puge l  Sound  to  V i c t �

o r i a .  I  was  wonde r i ng  abou t  someone  who  was  to  mee t  me  and  

conce rn i ng  whom  I  had  no  r eco l l ec t i ons  a t  a l l .

She  had  seen  my  name  i n  an  newspape r  and  w r i t t en .  

She  had  been  Nu r sey  Gove r ness  to  me  and  my  t wo  younge r  

b r o t he r s  when  I  was  abou t  s i x  yea r s  o l d .  She  p r om i sed  to  

wa i t  f o r  t he  Fe r r y  on  t he  l and i ng  s t age ,  wa r i ng  a  r ed  rose .

I  had  w i r ed  i n  r ep l y  t ha t  I  wou l d  be  wa r i ng  t he  T r i co l ou r ,  

and  now  I  p i nned  t he  r i bbon  consp i c i ous l y  on  my  dr ess .

As  we  l anded  on  t he  Canad i an  shor e  I  was  con f r on t ed  

by  a  p l aca r d  :

" Pas t po r t s  to  be  shown  he r e ” and ,  w i t h  a  d r agg i ng  

hea r t y  j o i ned  the  s l ow - mov i ng  qgeue .

Had  t hey  an  E l l i s  I s l and ,  I  wonde r ed1 Wha t  d i d  

t hey  do  w i t h  unau t ho r i sed  em i g r an t s  he r e?  Send  t hem  back l  

Wha t  wou l d  become  o f  my  r ese r va t i ons ,  so  t i gh t l y  i n t e r l ocked?  

To  t he  s t ou t  l i t t l e  i nspec t o r ,  I  con f essed :  " I  s i mp l y  f o rgo t  

t he  f ron t i e r .  I  pos t ed  my  passpo r t  f or  a l t e r a t i ons .  I t s  

i n  New  Yo r k . ”

He  l ooked  me  up  and  down ,  t hen  asked ,  and  wha t  

sor t  o f  a  passpor t  wou l d  i t  be? ”

” I r i sh ”

”And  wh i ch  pa r t  o f  t he  ou l d  coun t r y  do  you  come  

f rom?  Ah ,  we l l ,  go  on  i n . ”

And  I  wa l ked ,  f r ee ,  on  Canad i an  so i l .
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Mr s .  Magu i r e  gave  me  t ea .  She  was  o l d  and  p r e t t y  

and  ve r y  swee t .  I  f e l t  abashed  i n  he r  p r esence ,  neve r t he l ess ,  

becuse  I  was  possessed  by  t he  conv i c t i on  t ha t  I  had  been  a  

ho r r i d  ch i l d ,  Why  e l se  t h i s  sense  o f  gu i l t  t owa rds  my  

b r o t he r s  ? I  had  sneeked  on  t hem?  O r  bu l l i ed  and  bossed?

M r s .  Magu i r e  m i gh t  have  been  r ead i ng  my  t hough t s  

" You  we r e  a  n i ce  l i t t l e  g i r l ;  de l i ca t e ,  o f  cour se ;  a l l  t he  

same ,  I  neve r  cou l d  see  why  you  had  to  have  an  egg  eve r y  

mo r n i ng  f o r  b r eak f as t ,  wh i l e  D i ck  and  Jack  neve r  had  any �

t h i ng  excep t  po r r i dge  o r  hom i ny  or  b r ead  and  m i l k . "

So  tha t  was  i t .  I  had  wa i t ed  f o r  decades  and  

t r ave l l ed  s i x  t housand  m i l es  to  have  t ha t  p r i cg  o f  consc i ence  

exp l a i ned  a t  l as t .

The  ém i g r a t i on  au t ho r i t i es  we r e  no t  qu i t e  so 

i n f o r ma l  as  t he i r  I nspec t o r ^ ,  bu t  t hey  we r e  amused ,  t o l l e r an t  

and  e f f i c i en t .  I  a r r i ved  i n  Eng l and  t owa rds  t he  end  o f  Aug �

us t ,  to  be  as t ounded  and  con f ounded  by  the  emm i nence  o f  

wa r .

I  l ooked  back  a t  t hose  mon t hs  i n  Ame r i ca  t h r ough  

t he  smoke  and  s t ènch  o f  wa r - r i ven  London  and  t hey  sh i ne  

l i ke  a  l andscape  seen  t h r ough  a  t unne l .  Tha t  l and ,  i n  my  

memor y ,  g l ows  i n  an  a i r  a l ways  l um i nous  and  senene ,  unde r  

a  sky  c l ea r  o f  c l ouds ,  as  i f  i t  had  been  h i gh  summe r  t he r e  

a l l  the  t i me .

Bu t  I  neve r  wen t  back .
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DAYS  A ND  PLAGES  -  No ,  5 .

�go  r  c  a had  u w i ng  ibi 01 H aLa s t r onpe .

Do r o t hy  M a ca rd i e .

/

To  a  gene r a t i on  wh i ch  has  been  shaken  to  t he i r

hea r t s ’ roo t s  by  t he  shock  o f  the  f i r s t  Vi tor ld V& r  " Geneva "  

became  a  word  w i t h  emo t i ona l  ove r - t ones .  I f  t he  abom i na t i on  m i  

r ecu r r en t  wa r  was  to be  ave r t ed  i t  wou l d  be  he r e ,  i n  the  

conc l aves  o f  the  League  o f  Na t i ons ,  t ha t  peace  and  a  new  

wo r l d  o r de r  wou l d  be  born .

s i t t i ng  i n  t he  ga l l e r y  wh i l e  t he  Counc i l  o f  t he  l eague  vo t ed ,

I  be l i eved  t ha t  t he  c r i s i s  had  come ;  had  been  passed  sa f e l y ;  

t ha t  we  we r e  w i t ness i ng  t he  qu i e t  beg i nn i ng  o f  an  e r a  o f  

peace  and  j us t i ce  f o r  mank i nd .  A l t hough  t he  seque l  conv i c t s  

me  o f  po l i t i ca l  b l i ndness  and  i gnor ance ,  I  l i ke  to  r eca l l  t ha t  

hour .

memo r y  by  the  g l a r e  o f  wha t  f o l l owed  i n  t h i r t y -n i ne ,  bu t  a t  

t he  t i me ,  i n  Geneva  a t  l eas t ,  t he  Abyss i n i a  c r i s i s  was  r ecog �

n i sed  f o r  wha t  i t  p roved ,  l a t e r ,  to  have  been :  the  supr eme  

and  f i na l  t es t  o f  the  va l i d i t y  o f  t he  League .

I r i sh  P r ess .  I t  was  my  du t y  to  w r i t e  or  t e l ephone  to Dub l i n '  

an  accoun t  o f  a l l  p r oceed i ngs  i n  wh i ch  the  I r i sh  de l aga t i on  

t ook  an  i mpor t an t  pa r t .  M r .  De  Va l e r a  had  won  h i gh  p r es t i ge  

i n  the  Assemb l y ;  he  was  Cha i r man  of  t he  S i x t h  Comm i t t ee  and  fe 

h i s  op i n i on  was  sough t  i n  the  cor r i dor s  whe r e ,  a round  l ow  

t ab l es ,  v i t a l  ques t i ons  we r e  t h r ashed  ou t  and  ag r eemen t s

The r e  was  a  momen t  -  i t  was  sca r ce l y  mor e ,  when

I t  was  Oc t obe r  t he  seven t h ,  n i ne t een - t h i r t y - f i ve

The  anx i e t i es  o f  t h i r t y - f i ve  have  been  d i mmed  i n

I  was  i n  Geneva  as  Spec i a l  Cor r esponden t  o f  the
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r eached  by  sma l l  g roups .  H i s  speech  to  t he  Assemb l y  was  

un i que  i n  i t s  r ea l i sm  and  d i r ec t ness .

" Make  no  m i s t ake " ,  he  gave  wa rn i ng :  " i f  on  my  

p r e t ex t  wha t eve r  we  we r e  to  f e r mâ t  t he  sov r e i gn t y  o f  even  the  

weakes t  S t a t e  amongs t  us  to  be  un j us t l y  t aken  away ,  the  who l e  

f ounda t i on  o f  t he  League  wou l d  c rumb l e  i n t o  dus t " .

The  i mp r ess i on  h i s  words  made  was  p r o f ound .

I t  was  t he  c l ea r  du t y  o f  a l l  S t a t es  membe r s  o f  t he  

League  to  dec i de  whe t he r  I t a l y ,  by  mob i l i z i ng  aga i ns t  Aby s s i n �

i a ,  had  become  an  agg r esso r ,  de f y i ng  he r  engagemen t  unde r  

the  Covenan t .  The  E t h i op i an  Empe ror ,  Ha i l e  Se l ass i e ,  had  

appea l ed  w i t h  con f i dence  to  t he  League ,  o f  wh i ch  h i s  na t i on  

was  a  weak ,  ye t  p r oud  and  f a i t h f u l  membe r ,  f o r  t he  p r o t ec t i on  

t ha t  he  and  h i s  peop l e  had  t he  r i gh t  to  expec t .

The  d i scuss i ons ,  vac i l l a t i ons ,  p r e t ex t s  f o r  i nac t i on ,  

f o r ma t i on  o f  comm i t t ee  and  sub - comm i t t ees  to  deba t e  de t a i l s ,  

wor e  s l ow l y  on .  O f t en  the  g r ea t  i ssue  appea r ed  to be  l os i ng  

i t se l f  i n  a  sea  o f  ve rb i age ,  as  t he  r i ve r  Rhone  l oses  i t se l f  

i n  the  l ake .

Sep t embe r  i s  a  p l easan t  mon t h  i n  Geneva .  A f t e r  

the  hea t  and  s t r a i n  o f  t he  deba t es  i t  was  r e f r esh i ng  f o r  the  

De l ega t es  to  wa l k  among  the  ga rdens ,  beau t i f u l  w i t h  dah l i as  

and  coo l ed  by  f oun t a i ns ,  or  a l ong  the  shor e  o f  t he  l ake .

Th i s  c i t y  i s  f e l t  to be  a  good  p l ace  f o r  Con f e r ences  becuase  

t he  t r anqu i l  scene  w i t h  i t s  d i s t an t  peaks  and  w i de  ho r i zons  

he l ps  t ense  ne r ves  and  m i nds  to  r e l ax .

A  f i r m  no t e  was  s t ruck  by  the  ch i e f  B r i t i sh  

De l ega t e ,  S i r  Samue l  Hoa r e .  Anx i e t y  cen t r ed  a round  the  

F r ench  man ,  Mons i eu r  Pe i r r e  Lava l .  F r ance ' s  l ean i ng  t owa rds
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Musso l i n i  and  I t a l y  was  r ecogn i sed .  Bu t  h i s  speech  p r om i sed  

f a i t h f u l ness ,  t oo*

The  Assemb l y  ad j ou r ned  f o r  a  t i me ,  f or  t he  De l ega t es  

we r e  r equ i r ed  i n  t he i r  own  coun t r i es ,  and  t he  ques t i on  was  

l e f t  to  be  vo t ed  upon  by  the  Counc i l  0 f  t he  League .  On  the  

f ou r t h  o f  Oc t obe r  E t h i op i a  was  i nvaded .  Towns  w i t hou t  

de f ence  aga i ns t  a i r - a t t ack  we r e  bomba r ded  by  l ow - f l y i ng  

p l anes ;  soon ,  I t a l i an  t anks  we r e  c r ash i ng  t h r ough  v i l l ages ,  

b r eak i ng  down  the  c l ay - wa l l ed  homes .

I  had  r ema i ned  i n  Geneva  when  our  De l ega t i on  l e f t ;  

t ha t  i s  how  i t  happened  t ha t  I  was  i n  t he  ga l l e r y  when ,  on  

the  seven t h ,  the  c r i t i ca l  mee t i ng  o f  the  Counc i l  t ook  p l ace .  

Ba r on  Pompeo  A l o i s i ,  I t a l y ’s i mpr ess i ve  r ep r esen t a t i ve ,  was  

eas i l y  d i s t i ngu i shed  among  t he  men  who  occup i ed  t he  r i s i ng ,  

c r escen t - shaped  t i e r s  o f  sea t s .  So  was  Mons i eu r  Lava l ,  w i t h  

h i s  t h i ck  f ea t u r es  and  heavy ,  powe r f u l  bu i l d .  Tec l e  Hawa r i a t i  

t he  E t h i op i an ,  a l i gh t ,  b l ack - sk i nned ,  w i t h  hs i  h i s  head  o f  

cur l s ,  s t ood  con f r on t i ng  t he i r  massed  r anks ,  to  p l ead  f o r  h i s  

peop l e ,  l ook i ng  l i ke  a  despe r a t e  boy .

The  t h i r t een  men  appea r ed  to l i s t en  i mpass i ve l y .

H i s  speech  was  a  p l ea ,  no t  a  demand  f or  a  r i gh t .  He  o f f e r ed  

assur ances ,  p rom i ses ;  J r i ed  to speak  qu i e t l y  o f  h i s  na t i on ' s  

angu i sh ;  he  spoke  as  i f  unawa r e  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  cur r en t s  and  

i n t e r es t s  whose  unde r t one  menaced  t he  sen t i men t s  o f  human  

b ro t he r hood  embod i ed  i n  t he  Covenan t .  One  f e l t  t ha t  i n  the  

pe r son  o f  t ha t  sma l l ,  co l our ed  p l eade r ,  i dea l i sm  was  f i gh t i ng  

f or  l i f e .  I f  t hose  r ep r esen t a t i ve  o f  powe r f u l  and  a r rogan t  

wh i t e  na t i ons  vo t ed  unan i mous l y ,  comm i t t i ng  t he i r  S t a t es  to  

use  sanc t i ons ,  aga i ns t  one  f l f t he i r  own  cas t e  and  co l our ,  f or  

t he  sake  o f  j us t i ce  to  a  weak  A f r i can  membe r  -  i f  tha t
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happened ,  the  League  cou l d  be  expec t ed  to  s t and ,  a  secm r e  

bu l wa r k  aga i ns t  t y r anny  and  agg r ess i on  and  wa r .

So  i t  seemed ,  i ndeed ,  when  the  vo t i ng  began .  The  

suspense  was  i ndesc r i bab l e .

The  membe r s  o f  the  Counc i l  vo t ed  ve rba l l y ,  i n  turn .

" Yes "  ; " ou i " ;  " yes " ;  " yes "  —  t hey  spoke  the  

a f f i r ma t i ve ,  one  by  one .

I t a l y  no t  i nc l uded ,  i t  was  unan i mous .

Lamps  we r e  l i gh t ed ,  g l obes  hung  f r om  t he  roo f ,  and  

t hose  s t rong ,  i n t e l l i gen t  f aces  l ooked  ve r y  wh i t e .  A l o i s i  

l i t  a  c i ga r e t t e .

Pe rhaps  the  ch i l l  o f  d r ead  t ha t  came  ove r  me  vmB 

i r r a t i ona l .  I  on l y  know  t ha t  I  f e l t  i t :  i t  i s  no  r e t rospec t i v<  

f ancy .  He  ha l f  c l osed  h i s  eyes ,  l eaned  back  i n  h i s  sea t  w i t h  

a  ges t u r e  o f  i nd i f f e r ence ,  and  l i t  a  c i ga r e t t e .  A  na t u r a l  

ac t  i n  a  man  unde r  g r ea t  s t r a i n ,  and  t r y i ng  to  ou t f ace  hum i l �

i a t i on .  Bu t  h i s  ac t i on  was  r ep roduced ,  i mmed i a t e l y ,  by  

Mons i eu r  Lava l .  I ns t an t l y  I  r ea l i z ed  wha t  evas i ons ,  wha t  

be t r aya l s ,  wha t  comprom i ses ,  m i gh t  undo  tha t  da y ’s wor k .  I  

was  as  l i t t l e  su rp r i sed  as  the  mos t  cyn i ca l  when ,  be f o r e  the  

W i n t e r  was  ove r ,  the  I l oare -Lava l  Pac t  was  made .

How  qu i ck l y  d i d  Mr .  De  Va l e r a ’s f o r ebod i ng  p rove  

t rue ,  and  " t he  who l e  f ounda t i on  o f  t he  League  . . .  c rumb l e  

i n t o  dus t ’. "

Th r ee  yea r s  l a t e r ,  Nev i l l e  Chambe r l a i n  cou l d  r e t u rn  

to London  f r om  Mun i ch ,  wav i ng  h i s  sc r ap  o f  pape r  to chee r i ng  

c rowds .  One  F r ench  Gene r a l  sho t  h i mse l f  because  o f  the  d i s �

honour ,  and  t ha t  was  abou t  the  on l y  sa l u t e  f i r ed  ove r  the  

g r ave  o f  t he  League .
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I  en r o l l ed  w i t h  a  t eam  o f  r e l i e f - wo r ke r s  go i ng  ou t  

f r om  London  to C z echos l ovak i a , bu t  was  i n  hosp i t a l  when  

t he i r  pa l ne  wen t .  So  i t  was  no t  un t i l  Ju l y  1946 ,  t ha t  f or  

the  f i r s t  t i me  I  v i s i t ed  P r ague .

Adm i r a t i on  f o r  Thomas  Masa r yk  and  f o r  t he  way  i n  

wh i ch  t he  Czechos l ovak  peop l e  had  bu i l t  t he i r  Repub l i c  had  

l ed  me  to  r ead  a  good  dea l  abou t  t ha t  h i s t o r i c  c i t y ,  and  I  

f e l t  a t  home  i n  i t  a t  once .  I t  i s  qu i t e  w i t hou t  the  soph i s �

t i ca t ed  a i r  t ha t  V i enna  kep t ,  even  i n  de f ea t .  A  p i c t u r e  o f  

g r and ,  o l d  s i mp l i c i t y  i s  composed  by  t he  w i de  r i ve r ,  the  

Cha r l es  b r i dge  w i t h  i t s  s t a t ues ,  the  wooded  h i l l s  t ha t  r i se  

on  the  f a r  s i de ,  w i t h  the  H r ad ,  t he  f amous  Cas t l e  c r own i ng  

the  h i ghes t  po i n t .  Tha t  s i l houe t t e  i s  wonde r f u l  aga i ns t  the  

even i ng  sky .

Mi l  m i ss i on ,  howeve r ,  was  no t  to en j oy  the  beau t y  

o f  t he  c i t y ,  bu t  to  d i scove r  how  i t s  ch i l d r en  had  been  a f f ea t  

ed  by  t he  Ge r man  occupa t i on ,  and  the  i n t ense  Na z i f i ca t i on  o f  

the  schoo l s ,  wh i ch  had  l as t ed  for  s i x  and  a  ha l f  yea r s .

The  Russ i an  t roops  to whom ,  by  a l l i ed  consen t ,  the  

L i be r a t i on  had  been  en t rus t ed ,  had  behaved  we l l  and  been  

r ece i ved  w i t h  en t hus i asm .  Pe rhaps  t h i s  was  why  I  saw ,  i n  

eve r y  o f f i ce  I  v i s i t ed ,  and  i n  nea r l y  eve r y  r es t aur an t ,  a  

b i g  po r t r a i t  o f  S t a l i n ,  whe r e  I  had  t hough t  Thomas  Mas a r y k ’s 

wou l d  have  been .  I t  even  hung  i n  a  conven t  nex t  to the  

c ruc i f i x .

When  I  asked  the  r eason ,  t he  answe r  I  r ece i ved  was  

a l ways  the  same .

’’They  make  t hese  cond i t i ons .  We  have  to  t r ade  w i t h

them "  .
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No t  a  spa r k  o f  j oy  d i d  I  see  i n  Bohem i a ;  the  peop l e  

l ooked  s i ck  and  bew i l de r ed .  Had  t he  ho r ro r  o f  L i d i c i  sunk  

i r r emed i bb l y i n t o  t he i r  be i ngs  -  or  we r e  t hey  unab l e  to  be l i eve  

t ha t  t he i r  f r eedom  wou l d  l as t ?  Even  t he  ch i l d r en  o f  P r ague  

d i dn ' t  p l ay  or  sm i l e .

I t  was  Mr .  S l ansky  -  s i nce  excu t ed  -  who  i ns i s t ed  

t ha t  I  mus t  see  a  b r i gh t e r  aspec t  o f  the  na t i ona l  l i f e  and  

had  me  conduc t ed  Sou t h  -  to  B r a t i s l ava  i n  S l ovak i a ,  w&e r e  a  

Pan - S l av  f es t i va l  was  be i ng  he l d .

The r e ,  i n  S l ovak i a ,  I  f ound  humour ,  l augh t e r  and  

l i gh t ness  o f  hea r t .  " I t  i s  becuase  we  d r i nk  w ine , '* t hey  t o l d  

me .  " I n  P r ague  t hey  d r i nk  bee r " .  Bu t  I  l ea r ned  t ha t  t he  

Naz i s  had  kep t  S l ovak i a  as  a  sor t  of  r ec r ea t i on  ground .

Fo r ced  l abour ,  depo r t a t i ons  and  tofcture ,  execu t i ons  and  

massac r es ,  had  no t  been  so f r equen t  he re .

The  f es t i va l ,  f ounded  i n  honour  o f  S t .  Cy r i l  and  St .  

Me t hod i us ,  was  ce l ebr a t ed ,  t r ad i t i ona l l y ,  on  the  banks  o f  

t he  Danube ,  whe r e  t he  huge  Dev i ne  Hock  t owe r s  up  ou t  o f  t he  

g r a i n - l and ,  w i t h  a  ru i ned  cas t l e  on  i t s  c r es t .  A l l  peop l es  

of  S l av i c  r aces  had  been  summoned  to  semd  t ne i r  dance r s  to  

t he  f es t i va l ,  t h i s  f i f t h  o f  Ju l y .  The  e r ac t i on  o f  v i c t o r y  

co l umns  i n  honou r  o f  t he  Russ i an  l i be r a t o r s ,  and  ce r t a i n  

measu r es  o f  decen t r a l i z a t i on ,  b r i ng i ng  S l ovaks  i n t o  o f f i c i a l  

pos i t i ons ,  as  we l l  as  o t he r  measu r es  o f  po l i t i ca l  s i gn i f i cance  

cha rged  t i ie a t mosphe r e  w i t h  pecu l i a r  exc i t emen t .  As  a  back �

c l o t h  to  t he  danc i ng - f l oo r ,  an  i mmense  map  had  been  s t r e t ched  

ac r oss  the  ¡f iace o f  the  rock .  I t  showed  As i a  and  Europe  as  a  

vas t  con t i nu i t y  and  a l l  the  r eg i ons  occup i ed  by  txhe S l av  

peop l e  we r e  pa i n t ed  red .  P r om  t he  Be r i ng  S t r a i t  to  the  

f ron t i e r  o f  I t a l y ,  the  r ed  To r r en t  seemed  to  ove r - r un  mos t  

o f  the  map .
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Ti ie so  h i gh  t ha t  the  g r ea t  r ock  cas t  on l y

a  f r i nge  o f  shade .  A f r i can  sp l endou r  and  hea t  bea t  on  the  

scene .  The  sunburn t  peop l e  c r owd i ng  the  t i e r s  o f  the  amph i �

t hea t r e  mopped  swea t  f r om  t he i r  f aces  and  he l d  ou t  eage r  

hands  to  the  boys  who  ca r r i ed  pa i l s  o f  wa t e r  a l ong .  The  f i dd �

l e r s  o f  the  Tz i gane  band  we r e  burn t  a l mos t  b l ack .  I n  t ha t  

g l a r e  and  hea t ,  a l l  the  morn i ng ,  t roup  a f t e r  t roup  o f  S l avon i c  

peasan t s ,  shephe rds  and  wood - cu t t e r s , men  and  boys ,  w i t h  

g i r l s  and  m i dd l e - aged  women ,  pe r f o r med  t he i r  r eg i ona l  dances  

i n  t r ad i t i ona l  dr ess .

The  peasan t  cos t ume  of  mor e  mo t he r l y  coun t r i es  a r e  

p l a i n  and  dr ab  i n  compa r i son  w i t h  the  panop l y  i n  wh i ch  t hese  

came  a r r ayed .  I t  was  as  i f ,  i n  ances t r a l  r i va l r y ,  each  

d i s t r i c t  had  t r i ed  to i mpose  one  mor e  co l ou r ed  ga r men t  -  

apron ,  j e r k i n ,  s t o l e ,  ke r ch i e f  or  be l t .  Sk i r t s  o f  r i ch  s i l k  

i n  mu l t i p l e  p l ea t s  had  ove r  t hem  ap rons  woven  i n  ye l l ow  and  

go l d ;  bod i ces  emb r o i de r ed  w i t h  my r i ad - t i n t ed  f l owe r s  we r e  

ha l f - h i dden  by  sca r ves  t ha t  g l i t t e r ed  w i t h  s i l ve r  t hr ead .  

S l eeves  we r e  i mmense  and  as  va r i - co l ou r ed  as  bu t t e r f l i es ’ 

w i ngs .  The  men  swagge r ed  i n  ga r men t s  wh i ch  wou l d  make  t he  

weed i es t  you t h  l ook  v i r i l e .  The  t rouse r s  o f  the  shephe rds  kkx< 

we r e  o f  r ough  woo l  w i t h  the  f l eece  s t i l l  r agged ;  t he i r  sheep �

sk i n  j e r k i ns ,  e l abo r a t e l y  pa t t e r ned  and  co l our ed ,  had  the  f u l l  

f l eece  s t i l l  i ns i de .  I n  t hese  cos t umes  t hey  pe r f o r med  dances  

f u l l  o f  such  v i o l en t  ges t u r e ,  such  ac r oba t i c  con t or t i ons ,  

such  bound i ng  and  smack i ng  and  l eap i ng ,  t ha t  one  ma r ve l l ed  

a t  the  endur ance  and  adap t ab i l i t y  o f  the  human  f r ame ,  and  

t hey  danced  t hen  un t i l  h i gh  noon  w i t h  un f l agg i ng  r e l i sh  and  

j oy .

Po l es  we r e  p r esen t ,  and  Yugos l avs ,  Bu l ga r i ans ,

r̂ vjTGT: *  U \AT  NUSSJtVG» lo||o|^ooq.
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L a s t  o f  s i x  t a l k s  b y  D o r o t h y  I l a ca r

a :4-c -: ' Ic i ::..l - s t c ::y  ü ?  t #

D A I S  A N D  P L A C E S

I

I t  was . ,  i n  a  b o o k  I  p i c k e d  u p  s e c o n d  h a n d  -  T r ue  T a l e s  o f  

H a u n t e d  In.- l a n d , t h a t  I  f i r s t  r e a d  a b o u t  - o w l a n d s  G r e a t  Ha l l .

T h e n  t h e r e  t js.s a n  a r t i c l e  i n  C o u n t r y  L i f e  w i t h  b e a u t i f u l  

p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  A n d  L a d y  P a t i e n c e  I . usg r ave ,  

i n  h e r  ' " . emo i rs  o f  a n  E d w a r d i a n  H o s t e ss ,  c o n t i n u a l l y  r e v e r t s  

t o  he r .  c h i l d h o o d  hom e  a n d  h e r  t r a g i c  f a m i l y ,  t h e  D e l i s l e  s ,  w h o  

h a d  p o s s e s s e d  i t  f o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  o r  b e e n  p o s s e s s e d  b y  i t ,  y o u  

m i g h t  a l m o s t  s a y .  So.  w h e n  m y  n i e c e  m a r r i e d  h e r  a r c  he  o  l o g i s t  

a n d  s e t t l e d  i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  S u s s e x  a n d  I  w e n t  t o  s p e n d  a  l e i s i r e l y  

m o n t h  w i t h  h e r ,  one  o f  t he  f i r s t  t h i ng s  I  a s k e d  w a s  w h e t h e r  

R o w l a n d s  w a s  op e n  t o  t he  pub l i c  s o m e t i m e s .

nThar : I :  g o o d n e s s ,  no !  I t  i s n ’t  a  h a l f - c r o w n  hou s e  ! B u t  

y o u  s h a l l  c e r t a i n l y  see  i t , "  she  r e p l i e d .  " I M I  r i n g  C o n s t a n c e  

UP

O v e r  t e a  i n  t he  g a r d e n ,  I  a s k e d  K e l l y  ' how  m u c h  s h e  b e l i e v e d  

o f  t he  m a c a b r e  l e g e n d s  t h a t  c l u n g  a r o u n d  t h e  n a m e  o f  t he  D e l i s l e s .

" W h i c h  one? ' 1 she  w a n t e d  t o  k now .  ’’The  o l d  m a n  w h o  w a l k s  

i n  t he  n o r t h  w i n g ?  A b o u t  h i m ,  I  d o n ’t  k no w . "

" The  o t h e r  -  a t  t he  w i n d o w , "  I  . a i d .
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”Y e s :  I ’v e  n e v e r  s e e n  i t ,  b u t  one  r i g h t  l a s t  w i n t e r ,  t he  

V i c a r ’ s  w i f e  d i d .  I t ' s  h i g h  u  i n  t h e  g a b l e ,  o v e r l o o k i n g  t he  

s t a b l e  y a r d  a n d  t h e  l a n e .  I t  h a s  b e e n  k e p t  s h u t t e r e d  up  f o r  

g e n e r a t i o n s .  B u t  she  s a w  i t ,  open ,  w i t h  a  r e d  g l a r e  s t r e a m i n g ,  

ou t ,  a n d  a  t h i n  m a n  w a v i n g  h i s  a r m s .  I t  l a s t e d  on l y  a  m o m e n t ,  

she  s a y s ,  b u t  n o w  s h e  n e v e r  go e s  by  t h a t  l a n e . ' ;

' ”1  c a n  b e l i e v e  I n  a p p a r i t i o n s , "  I  m u s e d  a l oud :  " v i b r a t i ons ,  

p r o d u c e d  b y  s o m e  f i e r c e  e m o t i o n  a b s o r b e d  a n d  g i v e n  ou t  a g a i n  b y  

t he  w a l l s ; b u t  n o t h i n g  w o u l d  m a k e  m e  b e l i e v e  i n  t he  c u r s e . "

" I ’m  a f r a i d  i t  w o r k s ,  B e a t r i c e , "  K e l l y  s a i d .

" Now ,  l o o k , "  I  a r g u e d .  " I  r e a d  i n  t he  p a p e r s  a b o u t  t ho s e  

d e a t h s :  b o t h  ' i r  H e n r y ’s  s on s  k i l l e d  i n  t he  w a r  a n d  t he  e l d e s t  

g r a n d s o n  d r o w n e d  -  w a s n ’t  he  -  s a v i n g  h i s  y o u n g  c o u s i n ?  B u t  

m a n y  f  a m i l i e s  s u f f e r  l o s s e s  l i k e  t h a t  I The  y o u n g  m e n  go  i n t o  

t he  S e r v i c e s ,  a n d  h u n t  a n d  s a i l  a n d  c l i m b  m o u n t a i n s  -  t a k e  r i s k s  

h a b i t u a l l y .  T h e r e ’s  n o t h i n g  I m p r ob a b l e

" F o r  t e n  g e n e r a t i o n s , "  K e l l y  b r o k e  i n ,  " t he  d i r e c t  h e i r  h a s  

n e v e r  l i v e  d  t o  i nh e r i t .  Th e y  s e l d o m  a t t a i n  t h e i r  m a j o r i t y . "

’’T h a t ’s  r a t h e r  g r i m . "

" I t ’s  g r i m  f o r  C o n s t a n c e .  i au r i ce  i s  h e r  o n l y  c h i l d . "

’’I ’d  t ake "  h i m  t o  A u s t r a l i a  J "  I  e x c l a i m e d .

" The  o l d  m a n ’s  m a p p e d  up  i n  h i m ,  a n d  f o r  H a u r i c e  -  h e ’s  

n l ine  , n o w  -  H o w l a n d s  i s  h i s  w o r l d . "
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^  ’’Hear-  t b r e a k i n g , ” i  c o m m e n t e d .

" Y e s . Tt

" W h a t  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  b r o u g h t  d o w n  t h a t  g h a s t l y  c u r s e ? ”

" I ' m  s o r r y  -  I ’v e  p r o m i s e d  n e v e r  t o  t e l l . ,r

I  s a i d ,  " I  d o n ’t  w a n t  t o  go ,  j u s t  ou t  o f  c u r i o s i t y ,  n o w . "

" S t i l l ,  y o u  m u s t  m e e t  C o n s t a n c e , "  T e l l y  i n s i s t e d ;  " I ’l l  

a s k  h e r  t o  c o m e  h e r e .  S h e ’s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  C h a r l i e ’s f o s s i l s  

a n d  s h e r d s . "

B u t  t h a t  i s n ’t  h o w  i t  h a p p e n e d .  A  d a y  o r  t w o  l a t e r ,  w h i l e  

w e  w e r e  g e t t i n g  s upp e r ,  t he  t e l e p h o n e  r a ng .  K e l l y  a n s w e r e d  i t .

A s  s h e  l i s t e n e d ,  h e r  e y e s  s t r e t c h e d  w i d e .

" I  t h i n k  pe r haps !  I  c a n , "  she  s a i d  qu i c k l y ,  " i f  s o m e o n e  w h o ’s  

n o t  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w i l l  do ?  . . . .  T o n i g h t ?  Y e s  . . .  H o l d  on . "

L o w e r i n g  t he  r e c e i v e r ,  s he  t u r n e d  t o  m e .

" M a u r i c e  D e l i s l e ’s  h a d  a n  a c c i d e n t ,  j u m p i n g  h i s  pon y :  som e  

r i b s  b r o k e n :  n o  d a n g e r ,  t he  d o c t o r  s a y s :  s t i l l r  o f  c ou r s e  . . .

The  l o c a l  n u r s e  s a y s  s h e  c a n ' t  t a k e  n i g h t  w o r k .  Y o u  a r e  s u c h  

a  g o o d  n u r s e ,  B e a t r i c e  I W o u l d  y o u  g o ? "

S u n s e t  l i g h t  p o u r e d  i n t o  t he  G r e a t  H a l l .  O n e  l o o k e d  up  

t h r o u g h  i t  t o  t he  r a f t e r s  o f  t he  r oo f .  A b o u t  h a l f - w a y  u p  a  

g a l l e r y ,  r e a c h e d  b y  a  w i d e  s t a i r c a s e ,  r a n  a l o i  one  s i de .

The  l i g h t  a n d  s h a do w ,  a l l  t he  p r o p o r t i o n s  a n d  d e t a i l s  o f  t he  o l a c e
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#

w e r e  g r a c e f u l  a n d  s a t i s f y i ng .

I  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  S i r  H e n r y  i n  h i s  b e d r o o m  w h i c h  o p e n e d  

o f f  t h e  l i b r a r y .  T h o u g h  w h i t e - h a i r e d ,  he  w a s  n o t  v e r y  o l d ,  

b u t  he  h a d  b e e n  p a r t l y  d i s a b l e d  b y  a  s t r o k e .  H i s  s p e e c h  w a s  

s l o w ,  b u t  he  f o u n d  w o r d s  t o  e x p r e s s ,  w i t h  t o u c h i n g  e a r n e s t n e s s ,  

h i s  s e n s e  o f  g r a t i t u d e  a n d  r e l i e f .  L a d y  D e l i s l e  s a i d  l i t t l e ,  

b u t  t h e r e  ;w a s  t r u s t , I  f e l t ,  i n  t he  s o f t ,  c a n d i d  r e g a r d  o f  

h e r  d a r k  e y e s .  Sh e  l e d  m e  u p s t a i r s ,  s h o w e d  m e  h e r  o w n  r o o m  

a t  t h e  Sou t h , . end '  o f  the ,  g a l l e r y ,  n e x t  t o - , he r  s o n ' s , a n d  t h e  

c h a r m i n g  r o o m  I  w a s  t o  ha v e ,  s e p a r a t e d  b y  a  b a t h - r o o m  f r o m  h i s .

" Th e r e  ' s  a  f i r e - e s c a p e  l a d d e r  f r o m  t he  l i n e n - c l o s e t  a l o n g  

here' , '»' '  she  e x p l a i n e d .  F r o m  t he  : a r r o w  c o r r i d o r  o f f  w h i c h  t he  

c l o s e t  op e n e d  a n  i n n e r  s t a i r c a s e  r a n  d o w n  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  

q u a r t e r s .  The  c o r r i d o r  e n d e d  i n  a  h e a v y ,  a n c i e n t  d o o r  w i t h  

w r o u g h t - i r o n  l o c k  a n d  b o l t s  .

" Th a t  i s  t he  g a b l e - r o o m .  Y o u  m a y  h a v e  h e a r d  a bou t  u s , "  

L a d y  D e l i s l e  s a i d .

" Y e s :  I  have , :  bu t  n o t  t he  c au s e  o f  i t  ,a 11 . "

She  s po k e  qu i e t l y .

" T h e n  y o u  w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  i t  i s n ' t  a l w a y s  e a s y  t o  f i n d  

a  w o m a n  t o  h e l p  m e  w i t h  1 a u r i c e . Th e y  a r e  a f r a i d .  I  d o n ’t  

l i k e  t o  l e a v e  h i m ,  b u t  m y  m o t h e r  n e e d s  m e  i n  f r e s h w a t e r  s o m e �

t i m e s ,  a n d  i t  up s e t s  h e r  t o  s e e  h i m .  Sh e  h a s  n e v e r  g o t . o v e r  

out'- d a r l i n  E o g a r ' s  de - . t h .  Y o u  s e e , t he  b o y s  w e r e  . s t ay i ng  w i t h  

h e r . "
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I  t o l d  h e r  I  w o u l d  be  f r e e  f o r  a  m o n t h ,  u n t i l  m y  b o y  a nd  

g i r l  c a m e  hom e  f r o m  t h e i r  s c hoo l s ,  a n d  t h a t  s he  c o u l d  c o u n t  on  m e .

" Th a t  i s  w o n d e r f u l , "  s h e  s a i d .  " Com e  ar i d  s e e  i i au r i ce  n o w . "

L i t t l e  n u r s i n g  w a s  n e e d e d .  The  c h i e f  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  

s u c c e s s  i n  m y  j ob  t u r n e d  ou t  t o  b e  a  k;  o w l e dg e  o f  t h e  f e a t u r e s  

o f  d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s  o f  a e r o p l a n e s .  F o r t u n a t e l y , B o b b i e  h a d  

g i v e n  m e  a  s o u n d  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h i s  b r a n c h .  L i t t e r i n g  t he  b e d ,  

w e  c u t  ou t  p a r t s ,  a s s e m b l e d  t h e m ,  a nd  h u n g  m o d e l  i p l ane s  a l l  o v e r  

t h e  r oo m .  ’f hen  " a u r i c e  e x c l a i m e d ,  " G e e  I Y o u  a r e  a n  e x p e r t , "

I  f e l t *  a n  abs . u r d  g l o w  o f  p r i d e .

L a t e r ,  he  a p o l o g i z e d  f o r  w h a t  he  c a l l e d  h i s ' " c r a z e  f o r  p l a n e s  

and ,  w i t h  a  s w e e t  c  on f  i d i ngn e s f s , t o l d  m e  t he  s e c r e t  r e a s o n  f o r  i t .

" Y o u  s e e ,  t h e r e ' s  t h a t  o l d  c u r s e .  A nd ,  w e l l ,  y o u  k n o w  t he  

s o r t  o f  f a m i l y  \ jo  a r e .  I  m e a n ,  w e  do  t i l i ngs . Fo ,  i f  t h a t  

b e a s t l y  c u r s e  i s  g o i n g  t o  w o r k  ou t ,  I ’v e  go t ,  s o m e ho w ,  t o  c r a m  

t i l i ngs  i n ,  h a v e n ’t  I ?  A n d  I  t h i n k  f l y i n g  a e r o p l a n e s  i s  t h e  

b e s t  w a y ,  b e c a u s e ,  e v e n  i f  t h e r e  i s n ’t  a  w a r ,  t h e y  l e t  y o u  s t a r t  

f l y  i n g  r  a  t he  r  y  o u n g . 1;

I  r e  e a t e d  t h i s  t o  h i s  m o t h e r .  Th e r e  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  i n  t he  

b r e a d t h  o f  h e r  f o r e h e a d  a n d  t he  r e p o s e f u l  s e t  o f  h e r  l i p s  t h a t  

m a d e  c o n c e a l m e n t  s e e m  f o o l i s h .

" I  k no w .  I  a m  t h a n k f u l  f o r  i t , "  she  s a i d .  " I t  m e a n s  t h a t  

h i s  b o y h o o d  w o n ’t  be  s h a d o w e d  b y  f e a r .  M i s  t h o u g h t s  w i l l  

b e  c o c u s s e d  on  s o m e t h i n g  he  c m . hop e  t o  . A i r - s e a  r e s c u e  i s
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w h a t  he  d r e a m s  o f  r ow .  T h a t  s h o u l d  be  e n c o u r a g e d  -  d o n ' t  y o u  

a g r e e , B e a t r i c e  ?

S m i l i ng ,  she  a dd e d ,  " I s n ' t  i t  t i m e  y o u  a n d  I  u s e d  f i r s t  

n a m e s ?  Y o u  k no w ,  . a u r i c e  'has  n i c k - n a m e s  y o u  ' Q u e e n  B e e ’ . "

'As'  s o o n  a s  he  w a s  a l l o w e d  t o  b e  up ,  M a u r i c e  p a i d  f o r m a l  

v i s i t s ,  f i r s t  t o  h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  t h e n  t o  h i s  f r i e n d  K a t e ,  t he  

I r i s h  c ook ,  w h o . w o u l d  k e e p  f i r n  e n t e r t a i n e d  f o r  hou r s .  I t  w a s  

t h e n  t h a t  C o n s t a n c e  a s k e d  w h e t h e r  I  w o u l d  s t a y  on  f o r  a  f e w  d a y s  

l ong e r ,  s h a r i n g  t he  c a r e  o f  Y a u r i c e  w i t h  K a t e , so  t h a t  she  m i g h t  

go  t o  h e r  m o t h e r ,  w h o  w a s  f e e l i n g  l o n e l y  . ’and '  d e p r e s s e d .  O f  c ou r s e  

I  a g r e e d ; a n d  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g ,  s he  l e f t .

K e l l y  c a m e ,  a n d  w e  d r e s s e d  u p  a n d  r e a d  s c e n e s  f r o m  " A  Y i d s u m m e r  

E i g h t ' s  D r e a m " .  ToYp l a ;  P u c k  g a v e  . ' au r i ce  no  t r o u b l e  a t  a l l .

I t  w a s  a , . happy  d a y .  W e  b o t h  w e n t  t o  b e d  e a r l y  a nd  I  s l e p t  W e l l .

I  x i òke  b e f o r e  s e v e n  b e c a u s e  - s o m e t h i ng  w a s  w r ong . . I  s n a t c h e d  

m y  b a t h - r o b e  a nd  : -an t o  ! ' . -aur ice ' s  room . .  H e  w a s  f a s t  a  s l e e p .

A  s m e l l  o f  b u r n i n g  carne  f r o m  t he "  c o r r i d o r . I t  w a s  ho r r i b l e ' .

" I t ' s  f r o m  the .  k i t c h e n , "  I  t h o u g h t ,  and ,  r u s h i n g  down ,  f o u n d  

K a t e  a l r e a d y  a t  w o r k .  S h é Y w a s  m i x i r - g  dough .

" G e t  he. ' lp!  C o m e  u p s t a i r s  ! "  I -  u r g e d .  " - ' he r e ' s  a  f i r e  

s o m e w h e r e  , n - and  s t a r t e d  up  t hè  . t a i r s � a g a i n . I n  a  s o f t  v o i c e  

she  c  a i l e d  me  . b a c k  .
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' i i sh t , no-~ ,  I l a ’. am!  D o n ' t  be .  d i s t u r b i n g  • i r  : - e r r y .

Th e r e  Ts  ro.  f i r e  .

”1  s m e l t  i t  U p s t a i r s !  Th e r e  i s ! !:

K a t e  m a d e  t h e  . s i gn  o f  . t he  c r o s s .  G o d  -he l p  y ou !  I t  m e a n s  

y o u  are '  one  o f  t ho s e  . . one  o f  t ho s e  � who do  x e e l  i t  . . . M a ’a m  

d e a r ,  t h a t  T i r e  i s  ou t  t w o  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a n d  m o r e . "

" I  c a n ’t  be l i eve ,  i t  I "

«G o  a n d . l o o k  f o r  y o u r s e l f  i r  t he  g a b l e  r oo m .  The  k e y  

l ias,  b e e n  l o s t . t i m e  o r t  o f  r i nd .  Y o u  ha v e  o n l y  t o  s t and '  on  

a  c h a i r  a nd  r o l l  . th~.  b o l t . "

I  d i d  t h a t .  I  e n t e r e d  t he ' ' r oom .  ' �‘•''re d a r k n e s s  w a s  t h i c k ;  

s t i  , ‘l i n  . f  l e - r  e a r n  w a s  w i t h o u t  e l e c t r i c i t y  and  the; ; ;  s i ng l e  

w i n d o w  w a s  s h u t t e r e d  a n d  b a r r e d .  I  c i l  £ e  w h i t e - w a S h e d  w a l l s  

a n d  a  ' na r r ow  b e d :  n o  s i g n  o f f  i r e ; r ip smoke . ,  t h o u g h  I  g a s p e d  

a n d  c h o k e d  i n  t he  n o x i o u s  a t m o s p h e r e .  I t  s e e m e d  t o  . - swe l l  i n  

t he  r o o m  l i k e  a  r i s i n g  t i de .  S i c k e n e d ,  i  r u s h e d  ou t  a nd  b o l t e d  

the-  d o o r .

T h a t  a f t e r n o o n , w h e n  M au r i c e '  w a s  s l e e p i n g  i n  t h e . g a r d e n ,

K a t e  f ound ,  -e " ' he r e ,  a nd  s a t  down .

" I t  i s  o w i ng  t o  . you , "  she- . .  a i d ,  t o  e x p l a i n .  ’he  c h i l d  

� knows  a l l  a bou t  i t .  ' i l iy s h o u l d n ’t  y o u ?  'T i ;  t he  o l d  m a n ,  

l oo s e  ou t  o f  H e l l .  He  w a s  w h a t  t h e y  c a l  e d  a n  a  l o t he c a r y ,  

a n d  he .  h a d : i f : i s  c l e v e r  son .  A  g r e a t  c ho l a r ,  ' t he  l a d  w i s h e d
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t o  be ,  u i i  he  c a m e  t ie r e  . ' t he  s a k e  01  t h e  l i b r a r y .

He .  w a s  t u t o r  t o  t h e 'b o y s . I t  w a s  i n  t he  k i t c h e n  t he  f i r e  s t a r t e d ,  

a t  n i g h t .  The  b a c k  s t a i r s  a n d  t h a t  p a s s a g e  c a u g h t  a n d  t h e  t u t o r .  

w a s . c u t  o f f  i n  h i s  r oo m .  A  s t a b l e  boy ;  p u t  up  a  l a d d e r ,  bu t  

i t  w a s  t oo  s ho r t .  N o b o d y  e l s e  t h o u  h t  o f  t h e  poo l -  l a d .  The y  

w e r e  l o o k i n g  a f t e r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a nd  p u l l i n g  down ,  t he  t a p e s t r i e s  

a n d  so  on .  He .  j u m p e d  a n d  he  b r o k e  h i s  n e c k  ox  t he  c obb l e s .

So  nex t ,  d a y  h i s  f a t h e r  s t o o d  on  t h e  b l o o d - s t a i n e d  s t o n e s  a nd  he  

p u t  h i s  c u r s e  on  t h e  w h o l e  s e e d  a n d  b r e e d  o f  t he  D e l i s l e s .

" C o w a r d # ! "  he '  c a l l e d  t he n .  " C o w a r d s , r o t  f i t  t o  l i v e . "

I  c o u l d  l o t  c o n t r o l  a  s hudd e r .

" A nd  y o u  b e l i e v e , K a t e  . . . I t  m e a n s  t h a t  he  . . .  t h a t  . . . "

" I t  m e a n s , "  K a t  r e p l i e d ,  ’’t h a t  e v i l ’s  l o o s e . "

I  w a s  c o n s u m e d  w i t h  a  p a s s i o n  o f  " i t y  a nd  w r a t h . Th a t  n i g h t ,  

I  d i d  n o t  u n d r e s s . W h i l e  t he  c h i l d  s l e p t  I  k n e l t  b y  h i s  b e d  a n d  

p r ayed ' .  A n  h o u r  o r  so  a f t e r  m i d n i g h t  i t  c a m e  a g a i n .  I  o p e n e d  

t h a t  d o o r  a n d  w e n t  i n t o  t he -  s h u t t e r e d  r o o m .  I n s i d e ,  I  c h o k e d  

a n d  s t r u g g l e d  f o r  b r e a t h . I  w a s  a w a r e  o f  s m o t h e r i n g  w a v e s  o f  

b l a c k n e s s  a n d  f ou l n e s s ;  a w a r e ,  t oo ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  s mo k e :  

n o t  a n  e m a n a t i o n  f r o m  a n y  p h y s i c a l  t h i n g  b u t  f r o m  a  r a g e i n g  

e m o t i on ,  a  p u l s i n g ,  b e a t i n g , f ur y ,  o f  c o n t e m  t .  I t  c a m e  f r o m  

t he  c o r n e r  b e t w e e n  t h e  w i n d o w  a n d  t he  h e a d  o f  t h e  b e d .  He  w a s  

t h e r e ,  p r e s e n t  t o  m y  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  -  p o s s i b l y  t o  m y  s i gh t :

I  d o n ’t . ¿know .  H i s  s c o r n  a n d  l o a t h i n g  r e e l e d  a n d  s e e t h e d  a g a i n s t
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m e , b r e a k i n g  m y " p u r p o s e ,  c r u s h i n g  m y  w i l l ,  u n t i l  I  h a d  no  

t h o u g h t  o r  w i s h  e x c e p t  t o  e s c a p e .  Th e n ,  f o r  a  s i n g l e  

m o m e n t ,  I  g a t h e r e d  up  p i t y  a n d  l o v e  a s  a  f o r c e ,  a  w e a p o n ,  

a n d  f o u g h t  b a c k ,  and ,  i n  t h a t  i n s t a n t ,  w a s  r e s t o r e d  t o  m y s e l f  

b y  a  c oo l  v o i c e  n e a r  m e ,  a  s m a l l  h a nd  s e e k i n g  m i n e .

" W h y , B e e ,  d e a r ,  I  w a s  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  y ou .  ' . ha t  i n  t he  

w o r l d  a r e  y o u  d o i n g  i n  t h i s  r o o m ? "  Th e n ,  s h r i l l  a n d  a ng r y ,  

" Who '  i s  t h a t  o l d  m a n ? "

I  w a s  s i l e n t .  I  h e l d  h i m .  He  w a s  . t r e mb l i ng  f r o m  h e a d  

t o  f oo t ,  bu t  h i s  v o i c e  w a s  c l e a r  anc l  s t r ong .

" W h a t  a n  i g n o r a n t  o l d  n u i s a n c e  y o u  a r e !  Y o u  d o n ' t  

k n o w  a  t h i ng .  Tho s e  p e o p l e  a r e  d e a d  a n d  gon e  y e a r s  ago  , 

j u s t  l i k e  y ou !  A n d  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  c o w a r d s !  Th e y  j u s t  f o r go t .  

I t  w a s  a w f u l  o f  t he m ,  o f  c ou r s e ,  a n d  w e  T r e  s o r r y ,  b u t  i t ' s  

s i  . p l y  s i l l y ,  c a l l i n g  u s  c o w a r d s .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a b o u t  G r a n d p a p a  

on  t h e  M a t t e r h o r n ?  A n d  m y  c o u s i n ?  A n d  m y  f a t h e r ' s  V . C .

D o  y o u  k n o w  h o w  t h e y  d i e d ?  A n d  do  y o u  i m a g i n e ,  y o u  o l d  f oo l ,  

t h a t  w e  a r e  a f r a i d  o f  y o u ?  L e a v e  u s  a l on e !  Go.  w h e r e  y o u  

b e l o n g ! "

*

He  r e l a x e d  i n  m y  a r m s ,  a t  l a s t .  The  t e n s i o n  i n  t he  a i r  

w a s  r e l e a s e d ;  t he  s m o t h e r i n g  p r e s s u r e  e b b e d  a n d  one  c o u l d  

b r e a t h e ;  i t  w a s  as  i f  a  g u s t  o f  f r e s h  a i r  f l o w e d  i n .  Th e r e  

w a s  n o t h i n g  -  e m p t i n e s s , w h e r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  e v i l  h a d  b e e n .

I  h a l f  c a r r i e d  M a u r i c e  b a c k  t o  h i s  b e d .  He  w a s  w h i t e ,
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bu t  no t  f a i n t i n g ,  j u s t  h a l f  a s l e e p .  He  o p e n e d  h i s  e y e s  a nd  

g a v e  me  a.  w o n d e r i n g  l oo k .

”I t  w a s n ’t  a  d r e a m ,  w a s  i t ? 1 ’ he  a s k e d .

I  answe r ed ,  ' T:'o , �� I - i aur i ce  , i t  i : asn ’t  a  d r e a m . "

He  c h u c k l e d .

t r je *ve  s c a r e d  i n ' o f f  f o r  g o o d  a n d  a l l ,  h a v e n ’t  w e ,  B e e ? "  

' � ’o r  g o o d  a n d  a l l . ”

I  b e l i e v e  i t .

•’’•Tha t  a  s u r p r i s e  f o r  ! l um m y , "  he  m u r m u r e d  d r o w s i l y .

”T/7ha t  a  l o v e l y  s u r p r i s e ! "
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