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hfirc has given Horway's children & guperd

phagronn& and their elders h;v’e'tumrm them to make the

'.x‘mat of it. They are on okis &1lmost s soon as they cun

1
¢ %i ky wed they ruun throagh thelr Aong inters on ekates and

e £

‘a¥i®, with ski-jumping &8 an, uerxdny sport; nd!e suamer

)‘mng- voating and erimeing in the rlords.
Parents ani teachers, elorgy and government unite
- to mske the children

to fostey the spirit of freedon

gae1 "not only free; but equal as well®,
Priuw oeho&ll are very fow, At the age of

seven, in tren Rorway, the chudran of all classes ware

unt to *he folke gchool ~ !he Orown Prince went with

the ~est. Any boy or girl ~ho soemed likely to benefit

py further etudy eonld go on, st fourteenm, the

gecondary schools, mhere courses wore varied, and to

sollege and the University. Throughout, tuition was
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MES- 00.00 6: QQ,J.Q_GM 3 AY@ATU%Q&\_Y, 8&!1/91.‘1 VAY, 1942.
Lo 'her Mission to the North, Mre Florenoe ,,

W wrote, of the seene on & Horweglsn pathing beach,
?'m 1t wae "a Oreek friese come to 1ife” - _guch vas the

;mnstm poise and beauty of Norwegian youth.

Fature has given Norway's ohildren & guperd

plqgromd and their elders Kave tanight them to make the

,noct of &t. They ure on okig almoal sg soon as they cen

%wtlk. wd they run threnati their long #intors
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: O\T‘ i s¥ie, with eki-jumplng s@ an overyday sport) -ﬂto guamer

L “ | yxangs voating and évimaink iu) the Tjords.
elergy ond govarnment unite

on gkates snd
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. ﬂﬂxﬂﬁ&u’ § Pavents and teschars,

to fostey the enirit of freedom - to make the children

fesl “"not only frae, but equal as well”.

private schosle are very few. At the age of

+n free Rorway, the children of all claese

8 were

pevean,
lcnt to *he gg___
Any boy or girl ~ho seemed 1ikely to benefit
to the

b
86h001 - She Orown Prince went with :

thn ~ast.

py Pfurther etudy eoald go on, st fourteenm,

gecondary Beiools, where courses wore varisd, and to

'~S?f @ollege and the University. Thronghout, tuiltion was
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; rm. modern nhool buildinge have been built
nx over the country; heslth was sared for vuninnr
dental treatmont was free to the children and so was

the famous Oslo breakfast in many towns; no Class_ v evwa.
might oontain more than thirtyethree pupile; corporal

forbidden

mhhmnt)long disused, was, in tm.x'ty-uu’

by law,

Every girl learncd to c¢ouk, while boys were
taught verious handecrafts; each pupil possessed a

strip of land ana worked 1t md tho produce was hie own,

"“lt;'frtownl Sere-wiia Fine phygrounda whero women

salled “Pork Aunte” loohed after tho utﬂe ones while

the -0lder eMTﬂrau practiced. gymatioa and played

ganes, Home 1ife vg)rtoouhle‘hn. excepting in arid
/

n Mostk radeg
partas o! g).w‘ﬁorth housing was pood and vapes,were

huu.ﬂntartamm,.nh.mn_nm o
Thore were young people's organisations for all kinds
of g adventure snd eport.

' The l!ona};;tun schemo OMM

o ey 0“70&“'“5.

® onek \-iuuﬂ\s,
should 6ot bo perm&tted to try

t?.oraato the pupils in his own image, but should allow

them to develop as free beings”.
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States, Concerning the future,

& sehool for democracy must be a demcoratic school™.

Such ideals were not calculated to produce
the kind of young pecple who would eassily be re-shaped
in the mould of Hitlerite youth,

"ie begin with the ¢hild when ho is three
years 014", Nazi cducationistghboast., "As soon as he
begine to think he gote a little flag put into his
hend .., We don't let him go €111 he dies, whether he
likes it or notl

At firet the inveders belleved that they
eould euborm or convert the Norweglans. They reckoned
without the spirit which teaches even the children to
resist - impels them through all the range of defiance,
from laughter to unrtiéom.

The first feat of childish daring succeeded
entirely, The Hazie, in the confused early days of the
oceupation, sar children dregeing laden sledges down
frogen by-roads neur the comst: they mever dreamed that

those sledy@s were louded with the nation's gold,

he doclared: " We will have a school for democracy, and

R



L urridorl. non Quuuu took ova' control of echool
mgnmn urd rorbsae pupile to start learning “nglish
and onlornd the atudy of German inetead, »hole schools
went on atrike,

The boy secuts organization wae suppressed;
& Hitler Youth exhitition was opened i 0elo and schools
were ordered to ettend. The ohildren maxched past the
door oinping. the National Authem,

On the firet amniversary of the invasion all
mrsum were forbidden, - Children of nalo, in

unaun. walked to the comotery and piled flowers on the srawu(.'. |

British aviator .

on w“lfth. the Petional Tay, the customsry
procession of ohildren wae prohidbited,  The children narcBed
811 the same; they merched to the Royal Palace and seang
before the lmv mmm the -onea tbay Mﬂd to adng

‘9 tc.l |.«t - :
&Vw $ Sourping foves

7 ‘m‘tattemptin. to ’nupprua

toreallly |

/mﬂm!ity oun slwuye be forced to make iteelf ridtculous. -

(o :
Y‘(Mvi* | Norwegiane have driven Juisling to losue decrees cach more
‘f,‘, i}

WJ,,.‘.q : . potty and ludicrous than the last. Porbidden to caryxy
L,ai m[c | flage, the children appear with flage sewn on the backs
o5 - |

-) of thely goats; forbidden to wesr the national colours,
girls paint three finger neile, one red, one white, and
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one blue; when red ocape were ;rohibited boys camo out in
ol sooke. A dooree now forbide andiences at German films
to oough, olap at the wrong places or clear their throate.

The Hapie have no easy timo in the schools,

Quisling'e portrﬁit ig hung on the wall: the ohildren
stand uwp and eing thelr nationsl song; a new Quisling
teachor a/pears: thay croot him with the Emternmationale.
One suoh toachor, finding hke clacs um-ul}. boxad ome au
lad’s earsy the wholo olass immediately broke into olapping:
ho had struok the only Cuirlinsite in the wee®e school,
l‘ﬂ%ﬁ:r told me thiw 3.?‘;;“ dotiphty -lall

A Hast headmaster has written a bitter gompratat,

ools for peacej and

- slingite teachers are
Bed froese-out Whioh 1c'so terrible tnat
ves are unable to endurs it.*

0f cource the Norweglans knew that their
defiance warp ohallenging meroiless punishment. Now 1t

hae ocme.

THe ocomparatively polite Naszie whooe mia}on
was to pers.ade the poople to accept & place under the
now Nordio sun, have failed; thoy have been replaoed
by sucoeesively lower typee. Kow the couhtry is at the




mercy of’brufél aeg§néfatee who uee violence and torture.
Srown-shirts and Gestapo men break into the schools and
strip and beat children of whom they have unfavourable
‘reports. It has come to & (uisling wer on the schools.

' PFiret, in Tebruary, came the decree against the
teachers, qrdering all to join the new Teachers' Front and bring
.fhair teaching into accordance with the Hitlerite plan., Hinety
eight per eent‘;f the teachers refused, These loa$ their max
profession end their pensions. They wlghed to go on teaching
even 1+ without salaries, but ‘the HNaxzis proclaimed thet it is
bhetter to have no schools then teaching which will rear up
opponents of the Iiew Order. on 4he pretext of a fuel shortage
they closed all sonrools for &« nonth. They have declared the

teachers fit only-fox manval labcur.

Hext-came the.decree aimed directly at the children.

411 between the ages of 10 and 1€ were ordered to become active
members of the Nazi Youth movement. Any pupil showing reluctance
might be suspended for 6 months from the elementary schools and
forbidden higher education entirely.

XE¥ The warning has beern issued that shildren who show
defignce will be teken from their parents and sent to state
Reformatories. There, it is declared, ngigeipline will be
much more severe than in ordinary schools™ and "tuition will

be on & principle widely different.”
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The Protest of the Biahopa will live in history - an
%h R DEE i

inspir g parents of **91r paramonnt reaponsinilities and
rights. That of the teachers - their words, their action,
and ite geguel, gives a lead in the fight for the rights of

ehildren, to the whole democratic world.

On Aprili;th, the second anniversary of the invasion,
the schools having reassembled, eagdh teacher read a declaration
to his pupils., All were in the-same ‘tetms. The statement
recounted the orders received and the toadherd refusal to obey.
They ‘expressed their ovwA view.of their duty: "de have been
given this calling by the Vorwegiafh peaple and the Norwegian
people can call us to'decpunt for it.”

They @eclared ; "Ivary restriction of the activity of
the school uwhdeérminée -thé foundation on which our people's fubare
must be builts The teacherg’ voecation, however, is not only
to give the ohildren ¥nowledge. He must also teach the children
to believe in and desire that which is true and just. IHe 1s
therefore unable to teach anything which is in conflict with
uis oconscience without betraying his calling. Anyooe who does
so, is committing a wrong both against the pupils whom he should
lcad and sgainst himself., That, I promise you, 1 shall never do.
I will never agk you to do anything whiech I consider te be wrong,
~ nor will I teach you anything which in my opinion is not in

accordance with the truth,”




The story cf the Nazis savage vengeanoe is knowm,-

at 1east the beginning of it. ¥e have heard how 1500 of these
teachers were arreated and 500 of them, old men and young,
sentenced to laebour on fortifications in the north. They were
subjected to exhausting punishment drill, locked into un-
keated cattle trucks and conveyed to a port; Shere they were
thrusse® into the hold of an old wooden ship, s0 overerovded
thet they could neither lie down nor git, Two were removed
geriouely 111 and two mentelly déranged. The rest sailed
northward on April l4th, - Their destination is unknown to the

Norwegien Government dnd unknown,still,is their fate.

ore teachers are themselves unaware that they

{ Perhaps
’? have won already a\victory o¥f fmmeasurable importance to Norways
. the Nazis have been Yorced by fierce public indignation to

withdrew their deered concerning the teachers' front.

in their own country and beyond.
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- 1¢ tho Bisie were not grosely m M
tho resctions of olvilised poople thoy would roalive
Wit o oail to sotifn thoy ere conding ouk M‘&b\dﬁm ’
e goo what & terr{ble vetridution thelr mm i
of childron muat bring

For Horwegiane, thore 18 pride and
consolation in Jmowing that thousande of their
countrymen arg fuxm.ine with mm allfos on land
and pos and that gocres ©f nem;;lan chilliven are
- stuldying ths‘ {\u;}tnra of thsir 6wn pation in ﬂodw.%we&a
herets Bom}havs orgeeod the Horth Ses sy 1D
lesgarried

fieking smacke, podretly, othvre texxy to thevs shoroe
4n British ‘uhlpc aftor coastal raido, Sevesbpefeut..
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fhay are lovked after by thelr om
Govarmsent} théy ove playing with British ehilizen
and loarnicg English but thoy have Rorwegian teachers
and olase-roome of their oWhe & castie in a doottish
glon 48 boing trancforsed inte & boarding sdhool feor
Worvesian boys and girise 1t will bo & cohool fo¥
the nhoritors of & froe and roetorad Horway -

pehool for demooracy.
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