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| : 'In Berlin, in 1913, an xri-h-nim wad telking to a
I German officer. She speks about small nations and their rights.
The officer laughed: "My dear lady, wait thirty years! There

g(i/ i HQ will be no small nations 1“’-;;»—%_ e
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'%V/tt 1%;:11 fron Prussians
existence of gmall nations, or of all nations, have been heard.
I have known very rational people, between the wars, maintain
that nations were artificial units and that patriotism was out
of date. They contended that insularity, small-scale production
self-gentred economios, disputed frontiers and discontented mi-
norities were the fruits of nationalism; that the clash of soV'—
wpreignties proluced international anarchy ami must lead to
war., I have heard it maintained that only some new form of the
Pax Romana, the domination of some one mighty Power, could
keep the world at peace.

They were wrong; they were as mistaken as that Prussian
offiger was and as Hitler is, for they left human nature out

of account.
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We have realized in thesse two years that patrietism is
Bot an induced emotion and a nation is not an artificial
congept. It is real, even if the factors which gy to make
it -rc}:ubuc and various that it is diffioult to define.
At the simplest it is an aggregate of people who are content
to share territery, culture and government; and for that

€00d and natural concord men and women are willing to die.

It is interesting, the peculiar affection whigh
small countries inspire. It is . an ! critable, intimate,
mrdumw.aun%:snuu to family lglo Such a country

native village. Ain a -.u State
1"- and custums can be closely adapted to physical condi-
tions and national temperament. Special characteristics are
develped, with art and literature *ooted in the seil and
informed by the genius of place. Little nations are, as a
rule, easily and openly administered. Each citizen has the
sense of being, no mrmn.-guu. helpless fraction, but a
responsible part of the whole. The feeling of possession in
common igstrong; compatriots are "members of one another "
and true democracy can grow up.

The defects and difficulties of nationalism are
evident but are not irremediable. There was immense pron:lu
in Burope before the war. Demmark, for instance, had ubw
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fer=dtn-pagpde a fine standard of living, high education and
an unsurpassed honesty and confidence. All the Scandinavian
countries gave an example of what cé-operation can achieve. |
The Poles were restoring their lagcerated nation. There were |
no more ardent nationalists, sounder economists, or better

Buropeans than the Czechs. In Belgium, King Leopold and van

Zeeland were at work on proposals for international co-opera-
tion which might have averted war. 1

The dangers inherent in excessive and selfish
nationaliem had been recegnised. The League of Nations was

reforming its Covenant. In America and Europe the idea of
Federal Union was being discussed. Slowly, we were all realiz-
ing that political demeocracy was not enough: that econemie
democracy must follew and, then,democratic relations between
the States. There might have to be sacrifices of sovereignty.
To unite against agressors was imperativévessee.d

Slowly the governments were learning all this. Too |
slowly: the Nazis struck. |

Under Hitler's New Order for Europe no nations great
or small, except one, are to exist, unless as puppet States.
The Master-race is to govern and plan for all. Industries
will be concentrated in German hands, while the subject
peoples labour in fields and mines. They will be trained,
like Robot®, each for his or her own task; their matriages
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will be subjeet to restriction and their children's

training taken dut of their hande. The supposition is

that, within a generation or twe, populations ignorant of
their own histery will be subtmissive to the Nazi Yoke.

With a thoroughness no previous aggressor has practised,
Hitler has harnessed science and psychology to the completion
of his scheme.

A Aiffe ‘ent technique is employed for the reduction
of each nation - conciliatory methods in the West, terrorism
in the Bast, and every grade and combination between.

Denmark, designed to shine as an example to Eire
and other neutrals of the advantages of Nazi rule, is being
exploited Gourteously. In Luxembourg, while Gauleiter
Simon rules absolutely and adults are imprisoned for
listening to British broadcasts, the children are forced
to jein the Hitler Youth and seduced with sports and games.
Por Poland, national obliteration is decreed. Its people

OV ‘vt Vown .
are suffering tho-mt.‘crflohnt Mﬁw’ Fhe
Y¥azis call it * biological war". €

Vews comes in fragments. Gradually we are enabled
to imagine what life in the victim countries hag become.
Ruin lies sbout the people and homelessness is the fate of
millions. The dread of further evictions, of deportation,
of prinon,a* the concentration camp, hangs over each and

.
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all. Families are broken, for members have been ¥illed or
imprisoned or Have disappeared. Gestapo spies are evarywhere
and armed enemy forces patrol the streets, Barly ourfew
drives the people indoors. They dare not hold meetings, or
spesk or write their thoughts, read or listen to their
Allies® news. Their religious organisations are brought
drider national-socialist control, Their children are
sohooled under Nazi supervision and tought distorted
hastery. High schools and universities, laboratories and
1ibraries are plundered and shut up. Newspapers and
publishers are controlled. Curreney; industry and agriculture,
are reorganized in the interescs of the Reichj food is

exported to Germany and the people have not enough to ente

Hundred of thousands of men and women are forced, by one
means or another, to go to labour in their enemy's country
ap servants or faetory hands., Prisoners are losing their
health; some, their reason; many, their lives.

Before every able~bodied n and woman lies the choice
petween miserable submission and resistance st the risk of
inhuman punishment. And before patriots is the tormenting
question, pregnant with mischief and diuonuonjf when and
how id=dhe-—bewt to sirike.

Russia's tremendous stand has lighted the beacon.
NWow, with the British commonwealth as an ally and the United
States of Americe helping - now, some have decided, is the
-
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~ time. News comos from all quarters of the vast European
front. The Serbs are fighting, and dive-bombers are smashing
their towns again. The Greeks are making guerilla war and
suffering massacres. In Peland, sudden uprisings break oute
In country after country, the submissive collaboratien which
Hitler hoped for has been refused him and the Nazis face
subtle, infuriating frustration and revolt. Secredt radios,
secret newspapers spread the truth. In Denmark, cool metheds
of boycott and sarcasm and, sopeiimess—oruder _insult,

are used. Long prison sentences are the penalty. Heydrich
has bean forced to establish a reign of terror in Norway

and Czechoslovakia. We hear of executuons with and without
trial - Belgians shot for distributing literature, Dutchmen
for sabotage; hostages shet in Brussels and Paris; the
guillotine at work in polish villages where, if a Nazl is
killed, many Poles, taken at random, are executed and their
bodies e:&)‘ol‘\efc:i““. ot

The-Norwepian labour leaders, Hansteen and Vickstroem

are dead; in COzechoslovakia, Dr. Kapka, %enoral Vatek, and,
n.!sgng no%}y seventy more., “They shall be remembered for

ever,"”

This must be the beginning of the end. No people,
hearing day after day, of the cold-blooded execution of its
loved leaders, its unknown patriots, ever forgets. The meumory
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becomes an hereditgry wound. NT. Churchill wrote once: *The
grass growvy over & battlefield, never over & goaffcld." It is
true. Hitler will not built his New Order where his scaffolds

now stand.

But & New Order is being built. On September 24th, in
London, representatives of ten invaded nations met: Belgium,
Gzechoslovakia, Prance, Greece, Jugogﬁoziu Luxembourg, the
Netherlands, Yorway, Poland and thom Mr, Eden and Commen~
wealth representatives consulted with thm. Together, they
endorsed the "Atlantic Charter." They formed an organisation,
counting on Americap gollaboration, for the economic restor-
ation of their countries after the war. 0ld quarrels were put
aside, Czechoslovakia co~operating with Poland, l;oland with
Russia, Wnat an augury for the future was thia!

The unity which all warning failed to create, common
danger and suffering have achieved.

The foundatien of the Ha!. Ord?r in ?gropo being laid:

wet- o Toeta€iVacian
and it nlm mtormtionn democracys
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