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nation, and all the resisting natioms suffer fiercer punishment,

. in England the war pr rimly and hcavily down. The caning-f;

up of women for war wdrk Beokdesdting er‘h homes in
England is almost - td brypkpheprts.

It is natural t mi Baﬂidqomen. as they pay thj ever-in- f
oreasing price, long rm to beliéve- to fpel sure t}x :
they are helping, not oniyrams.phéserve oivi.lvi-‘ition al they know
it, but to builta mofe gErmmeu¥ future on secure peafe.

>

Trans, VI
Are we vain wish >th§nkers if we indulge this dreJm? It is

not to be forgotten how all great wars have evoked schemes for

lasting pe'ace, and how all=-Holy Alliance, quadruple, quintuple,
triple alliances, congress, confederation and concert of Europe-

have failed. Then, dare we hope? Are there any elements in to-

§
day's situation which were lacking in the past? I belien/ there 3
) i
are. i

Peace is indivisible: it can be maintained only through
collsotive defence. Is not his an axiom now?

The tide-marks of civilization are those times which bring
the acceptance‘ of ideas. When people cease to oppose an idea, j

?
)

when they adopt it, bequeath 1t)and forget that it ever was
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questioned, & lasting ndvanoe is made. Often such tides rise
quietly, scarcely perceived, while we are dismayed by the dark-

nesg and dim of storm.

To all appearance, the idea of international solidarity
has rlten to its heightlpﬁd crashed. But perhaps that high
e —
uchiovenent was illusory; perhape an jdea less magnificent, less

universal, but sounder, is gaining nov.

Thg} vgeak seemed to be reached in Ceneva, six years ago -
on October the fifth, 1935. 1 was there, and 1 thought 1 was
geeing the world be re-born.

The Council of the Teague of Nations sat round the green-
baize table; the ggnﬁfiqjénocretarie- and technical advisors on
tiers of benches riging behind them - & phalanx of the white
péoples' intellect and power. Apart in a corner sat a small
dark-skinned man = Tekle ﬁ%triate. the Ethumian representative.
Italians were bombing his countrymen from the air. The Italian
delegate sat at the Council table, unmoved., Tne Council was to
determine by vote whether Italy should be declared a: aggressor
and be opposed with economic -anvtion. by memie rs of the League.

1t would open & new ln)lllnn/indeed, I imagined, if, for
the sake of a helpless African nation the free white powers
constrained one af themselves. When yes and oui followed yes and
ggi round the table without a aissentient,( since the intergqted
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parties did not vote), I experienced an elation of which I

was later ashamed.

1 did not foresee that the nations would vote for
ganotions and that some would retreat ignominiously from the

%ask and risk of putting them into effect. I ought to have

foreseen it, because of Monsieur Taval's cigarette.
While the Abyssinian, called to the table, was reading

his Enpqror'a restrained and yet desperate appeal, the suave

Iu]Ann./xgﬁisi, leaned back in his chair, lighted a cigarette,
b andhalf-closed his eyes. with a gesture of equal insolence,
laval did the same.
He was slready in collusion with Yussolini, of course.
After that insincere vote it was not long before the name

of Geneva rang &as dead aa,i’fal-e ecoin tossed on a counter. From

the fall of the League 1o Junich was a facile descent. Followed,

o 4'““& sauve gui peut,and Hitler take the hindmost." May posterity

forcive us alll

What ailed the League? ¥olumes are being written on that

question. I am going to name only one of its many weaknesses.
and welding
The League lacked the fusing/element of a positive social ideal.

The influence of your magnetic democracy was missing; imperial -
istiec policies slowed down the pace of non-violent change and
dictator states disrupted it from within. And these things could

15 happen, this last chance of salvation from war could te wasted,
-y -
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because the peoples were too blind to realize the sheer, desper-

ate necessity of collective defence.

We have learnt a more fearful kesson than any our pre-
decessors were given, and I think we have learnt at last that
neither patriotism nor pacifiem is enough.

Or at least, we are learning. There are signs of it
everywhere. The British Government's last_minute offer te
Prance, when France was falling, came too suddenly and too
late. Time did not allow proper consideration of all that
common .ttisllship‘ and pooled resources might inwolve.

But thewfacgr/ﬂnt the offer was made by the government showed
a change of heart."

International Co-operation has been given an immense
stimulus by your "“Lease and Lend" Aot =nd by all the helpf you
are sending and planning tos end.

The Atlantic charter marks an advance that will not, I
think, prove illusory. It has been gealed by the promptitude
of ¥r. Churchill's declaration, in face of tjle Japanese menace,
of solidarity with the United States.

It is significant that, here, the question whether inter-
national co-operation should be attempted iﬂ the future is no
longer discussedj interest centres rather in the question how:
in what form - federation, alliances or league. Again, there is
no effort to deny a share of guilt for the policies which produc-

oulr'$
ed war; disputents differ only as to which blunder was the worst.
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augury is the tennyty of the In?dfom

mwﬁ
Good news from America,.bmm,is the appointmangﬂof Nr.
Litvinov - a formidable champion of the cause of #¥#® collective
defence. And it is obviously of incalculable import for the
future, that, here, admiration for the heroism of the Russian
people and the asense of our debt to them is melting a chaos of
prejudice away.

vy More important than any pledge or sentiment or manifesto

is the fact that, in London, conferences of the allied governments
are already. taking place. *1aht of th:&}nvcded nations have their
Cabinets here, férmally recognized by the governments of Great
Britain and the United States of America. Governmental functions

P are exercised also bythe National Committee of the Free French
Empire which has just been formed. Here, recently, Premiers and
Foreign Ministers of 3elg.ium,Czechoslovakia, Greece, Jugoslavia,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway and Poland met. Consulting with
them and the representative of Free France were tre 3oviet Embassa-
dor and Yr. Anthony Eden and High Commissioners of the Dominions.

Ehey endorsed the Atlantic Charter with amendments and reservations
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michvall/will consider. They formed an organisation, counting
on American help, for the reconstruction c¢® their countries
after the war. Poland and Czechoslovakia issued a Joint state-
ment; Poland and the Soviet Union had already signed a compact.
These statesmen have two things in common which were
lacking at Geneva - the immediate struggle against a ruthless

enemy, and devotion to the ideal of democracy.

Aus;tﬁ, Bulgaria, Hungary, Rumanig'falso. have their

pe

democyﬁ/organiutionu/ﬁ’England. /Mf‘ywhere, the 6auu of

freeddm is upheld by~ the Jews. X

Invaded Eurcpe today is one vast conspiracy. In all the
resistant countries, neople are enduring the same anguish,
combatting the same enemy by the same means and hoping for the
same end.

Persecution, conspiracy, a common enemy and a common
aim - all human history proves that indestructable loyalties
arise out of these. These are the elements which weld and fuse.

We have united to repudiate Hitler 's New Order: but a

New Order is in the forgeing: an inte rnational democracy.





